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The future is God's

You will know
the truth . . .
by Arbutus B. Sider

In July 1987 our adopted twelveyear-old daughter, Sonya, and I
spent ten days in Nicaragua, visiting
with her natural mother, father, grandparents, and a host of other relatives—
none of whom she had ever seen
before.
We adopted Sonya when she was
four months old; like us, she grew up
speaking only English. Reconnecting with her biological family, and
being immersed in her native, Spanishspeaking culture for the first time
was a profoundly life-changing experience.
For my husband Ron and me, the
trip itself and the ongoing ramifications have been marvelous gifts of
God's grace. We saw God's guidance
in the circumstances leading up to
the actual trip. In 1984 we unexpectedly made our first direct contact
with members of Sonya's natural
family. We (the Sider family) were
attending the Brethren in Christ and
Mennonite World Conferences in
France. The translator for the Nicaraguan delegation approached Ron
*J$>\-Roh,"Arbntiis, and Sonya Sider live in
^•yj'hiladelpiiia.'-JPa,, Arbutus has a family
i ^ y •^counseling ministry, while Ron is executive
^"director of.Evangelicals for Social Action.
' \ They, hold dgpt Membership in both the
'• Brethrehin QfrtsLgnd Mennonite Churches.

and me one day to ask if we knew
that some of Sonya's relatives were
there from Nicaragua, and if we
would like to talk to them. Yes,
indeed we would!
Our family had an evening of
intensive conversation with Sonya's
great-aunt Leyla and her husband,
Miguel. Pastor Enrique Palacios,
who has taken a special interest in
Sonya over the years, was there as
well. The chance to ask and answer
questions about events in Nicaragua
and Philadelphia in the nine years
since Sonya's birth was important to
all of us. Sonya seemed to mature
several years over night. "We're exactly the same color, aren't we?"
"Aunt Leyla's really pretty!" "Why
did she cry when she kissed me goodbye?" The experience, aided by
photographs, remains vivid in our
memories to this day.
For Sonya, the bond forged during that experience was one of blood
ties. For me, ironically, it was adoption ties. I felt close to Leyla and
Miguel, as I have for many years
now to Pastor Enrique, because of
our ties in Christ. We have all been
adopted into His family; we are
brothers and sisters in the kingdom.
I have been grateful to God many
times this summer for those "blood

of Christ" ties that gave me courage
to overcome my fears about our
decision to reconnect with Sonya's
biological family.
The ties of faith and biology that
knit our hearts together in France
were quickly strengthened when we
saw those same faces at the airport in
Managua in July.
But first a few more comments
about our preparation. We looked
again at the photographs of Sonya
taken in Nicaragua when she was
four months old. A number of letters
between Sonya and her Nicaraguan
mother, Celsa, during the six months
before our visit paved the way as
well. The arrival of that first letter
from Celsa was an exciting moment.
I remember the impatience with
which we went looking for a translator to help us read it. We could tell
that for her, the possibility of a reunion with her daughter was filled with
a mixture of love, joy, disbelief, gratitude, and pain. Sonya couldn't go
to sleep that night until she had written a letter assuring Celsa of her love
in return.
A number of family discussions
prior to the trip were also important
steps in our preparation. One of
Sonya's questions was, "What if my
[Nicaraguan] mother wants me to
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Sonya (right) with her Nicaraguan
mother, Celsa, and her great-grandmother, Lolita.

stay with her?" We assured her that
was neither her decision to make,
nor indeed that of her Nicaraguan
mother. We had adopted her, and
she was our responsibility until she
became an independent adult. At
that time she could choose for herself where she wanted to live. But in
the meantime she would go on living
with us, both because we wanted to
go on caring for her, and because we
had committed ourselves to doing
so.
The day of departure finally arrived. We had arranged to spend ten
days there, staying at the home of
Pastor Miguel and Aunt Leyla.
[Marshall and Eleanor Poe, who
had been a great help to us in the
planning, left two weeks before we
arrived.] We crammed into our heads
what little Spanish we could during
the last few weeks, and thanked God
many times for the English course
Pastor Miguel had taken not long
before our arrival.
Excitement was high as we lifted
off from the Philadelphia airport
and headed for Miami. A twelve
hour delay in the flight from Miami
to San Jose, Costa Rica, only
heightened the tension. To make
matters worse, I couldn't get through
to Managua by telephone in order to
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let our friends know we would be
arriving in the evening rather than
early in the morning. In fact, a large
group came to welcome us and had
to return home disappointed. I will
always be grateful to Theresa Palacios, Pastor Enrique's wife, for managing to relay to her husband my
telephone message in broken Spanish from San Jose telling about our
new arrival time.
Sonya's moment of panic came as
we alighted from the plane and
walked toward the airport terminal.
"Mom," her eyes were filled with
sudden terror as she gripped my
arm, "I want to go back!" She was
deadly serious. It was probably the
need to lend courage to Sonya in
that moment that helped me harness
my own fears.
An hour of standing in long immigration lines; frustration at Sonya's
adolescent preoccupation with her
appearance; endless forms to fill out;
dollars to be exchanged for cordobas. Finally, a host of faces behind
glass doors; too far away, though, to
recognize whether any of them were
familiar. Were any of the waving
hands meant for us? Tentatively I
raised my hand and waved it briefly.
Instantly a dozen hands waved furiously in response! "Sonya, that's

for us! You wave." She did, and the
same thing happened. Sonya and I
hugged each other in tears. The tension subsided. A few more moments
of paper work; a hurried search of
our luggage—Thank God they didn't
ask us to take the time to unwrap
any of our gifts!—and we were
through the glass doors and in their
arms.
Love needs no common tongue to
be expressed. It is its own language. I
have never been more cared for, or
more warmly welcomed. All our
apprehension melted in the warmth
of their embraces.
Celsa was there, still young and
beautiful at twenty-eight, with her
eight-year-old son, Sonya's halfbrother. (Sonya was delighted to
learn there were also two hali-sisters,
one just five months old, as well as
another half-brother. Both her Philadelphia siblings are male.) Also there
to meet us were two of Celsa's sisters
and several other family members
and friends.
New-found mother and daughter
looked at each other for a long time;
everyone else stood by and commented on the striking resemblance.
Although Sonya is not yet thirteen,
she is already taller than her Nicaraguan mother, and, in fact, taller than
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most of her maternal relatives. That's
because "Francisco es si grande,"
they informed us. Ah, yes, the father.
Already we were reminded of his
presence, even in his absence.
Shortly after our arrival in Nicaragua we discovered that Francisco,
Sonya's Nicaraguan father, was living in the United States again. We
had known since Sonya's infancy
that he had spent his high school
years in the mid-western U.S., and
that he was a university student in
Managua at the time of her birth.
Unlike the rest of Sonya's relatives,
he is fluent in English.
One day during our visit Celsa
brought us a number of photographs
of Francisco and asked us if we
would like to meet his parents. Without hesitation Sonya said yes. Time
after time I was impressed by Sonya's
unstinting determination to know all
there was to know, to experience all
there was to experience. Time after
time I was reminded of the biblical
quotation, "You will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free."
The meeting with Francisco's parents and siblings, along with the
initial meeting at the airport, stand
out in my mind as moments of
intense drama. I had felt close to
Celsa's family for years because of
her connection with the Brethren in
Christ church. But there was no similar bond with the paternal family.
And so it was with mixed emotions, suspicion, and some embarrassment that I looked around the
circle of six or seven tall strangers
with their handsome, smiling faces.
But my heart softened a moment
later. We had gone through the now
common ritual of hugs and greetings
all around, of broken phrases in
each other's language, of comments
about the striking resemblance between Sonya and her biological relatives. Then I noticed, as we sat down
in a circle of chairs on their Masaya
veranda, that Abuela (Grandmother)
Maria Luisa was sitting somewhat
on the periphery of the circle, weeping silently. A daughter walked over
and put a comforting arm around
her shoulder. A son brought her a
glass of water. We watched silently,
each of us conjuring up in our own
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Sonya with her Nicaraguan father,
Francisco, in the Miami airport.

minds what memories of the past,
what sorrow, what pain and regret
this grandmother was reliving in the
presence of her oldest grandchild
whom she was seeing for the first
time.
I remembered those tears a few
weeks later while reading a letter
which Francisco wrote to Sonya
after our return home. In it he told of
his own anguish when he first discovered that Sonya had been given up
for adoption. I am grateful that
Sonya knows about the love of both
her mother and her father. How differently would she think about herself, about men, about the world in
general if she had access to only one
side of her story?
I am reminded of something I had
been taught while studying family
therapy a few years ago. Children
are happier and healthier if they
have access to (through visitation) or
have the freedom to ask about their
biological parents if they do not
grow up with one or both of them.
Whether the circumstances are adoption, foster care, step- or single parenting, death of a spouse, separation, or divorce, we deprive our
children of an essential part of their
legacy—the stuff from which they
build their own identities—if we
withhold from them the opportunity
to pursue their biological roots when
and to the extent that they wish.
A number of unexpected "miraJanuary 1988

cles" occurred during our ten day
reunion. A few days after our first
visit to the home of Francisco's parents, we received an invitation to
come a second time. Francisco, who
had just moved from the midwest to
Florida, wanted to talk to Sonya on
the telephone. He had called his parents the day before and was shocked
by the news that his long lost daughter had visited there. We returned
and talked to him by telephone; on
our flight home we met him at the
Miami airport for our first face to
face meeting.
God had been performing miracles in his life as well. Some time
earlier, unhappy with what he saw
happening in his country, he decided
to return to the United Sates. Since
he had lived in the Midwest during
his high school years, some friends
there helped him get a new start in
this country. More important, they
helped him find peace with God.
After his conversion he confessed to
these new-found brothers and sisters
in Christ that he was a father of a
little girl whom he had never told
them about, but who had been
adopted by someone in the United
States. He begged them to help him
find her. They cautioned him that
not all adoptive parents are open to
having their children reconnect with
their biological parents. "Then let's
pray that if I cannot find her, she will
start looking for me," Francisco

suggested. With that prayer they
could all agree.
Francisco concluded his story by
saying to Sonya, "Now you know
why, along with finding the Lord,
finding you is the most important
miracle that has happened to me this
year. And getting a teaching job in
Florida this fall brought me here just
in time to meet you on your way
home from Nicaragua."
"God's timing is amazing. We
were again humbled by his graciousness when we discovered that Lester
and Darlene Olfert had flown into
Managua just a few days after we
did. Lester and Darlene are the
Mennonite missionary couple who
had cared for Sonya from the day
she was born until we arrived four
months later to complete the adoption. We had not seen the Olferts
since that time. Nor had they been in
Nicaragua for several years. They
had just returned for a two year stay
to relieve another couple who was
leaving for a sabbatical. Great and
marvelous are the ways of the Lord!
We were delighted to see the Olferts
again, to have them meet a much
bigger Sonya, and to get acquainted
for the first time with the daughter
who was born to them within a year
after they had to say good-bye to
Sonya.
We are grateful to God too for the
friendship and hospitality of Dr.
Gustavo and Mrs. Joan Parajon in
allowing us to spend two delightful
evenings with them. It was through
Dr. Parajon and the Christian relief
and development agency, CEPAD,
that the adoption took place initially.
The Parajons' got an update on what
had transpired in the intervening
years, and we got an invitation to
hear and see Joan Parajon direct the
First Baptist Church choir in Managua's cultural center, the Ruben
Dario Theatre. I was thrilled to hear
a j oint church and secular choir raise
their voices together in a moving
rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus

Sonya with her mother Celsa (center), Celsa's
husband Guillermo, and their four children.

from Handel's Messiah. He is "King
of kings and Lord of lords" in Nicaragua as well as here!
The goal of our visit, reunion and
reconciliation, seems to have been
achieved. It was the beginning of a
healing process, I believe, not only in
our lives, but in the lives of both sets
of families that Sonya represents. I
pray that this healing will continue.
I am saddened to think, however,
of the larger work of reconciliation
that is still so far from completion
between the two countries that we
represent. The political tensions between the United States and Nicaragua were particularly on my mind
the day before we left Nicaragua.
It was our last evening together at
Tia (Aunt) Leyla and Tio (Uncle)
Miguel's house. As was often the
case, a number of extended family
members were there, including the
four generations of which Sonya is a
part—her mother, Celsa; grandmother, Anita; and great-grandmother, Lolita. We felt ourselves
part of a warm, close-knit family
unit. Yet looked at with a different
frame, the circle around that table
represented, not close family, but
members of hostile political factions
and countries at war. Perhaps the
sharpest antithesis of an enemy was

Great-grandmother Lolita. Wrinkled
and in her seventies, she nevertheless
remains active, sweeping the yard
daily, tending the chickens, and riding along in her son-in-law's pick-up
truck over the bumpy country roads
to get to church or market.
And where does all this leave
Sonya, I wondered. There we were
around a table, representing in microcosm two nations at war with each
other. Could she represent the
reconciler? the mediator? Might it be
true that "a little child shall lead
them"?
There is an MCC poster which I
have seen displayed both in the United States and in Nicaragua. I thought
about that poster as we sat around
that dining room table. It says:
A modest proposal for peace:
Let the Christians [families] of
the world agree that they will
not kill each other.
And I thought again of a conversation between two of Sonya's friends
one Sunday morning a few weeks
ago at our church. A young man was
contemplating going into military
service. On hearing this, Sonya's
girlfriend interjected, "Oh, you
shouldn't do that. You might have to
go to Nicaragua and kill some of
Sonya's relatives!"

That evening Sonya wrote a poem
about war which she gave to her
soldier aunt:
You hear the faint
Drone sounds of men
Crying in the mist
The dirt is filled
With blood and dead corpses
You hear the women and children
Shedding tears
For their loved ones
Who are dead
Or who have gone crazy.
But listen,
I have one thing to say—
God is with you
Through your pain
Through your sorrow.
WAR IS NOT A PRETTY SIGHT
It's been about six months since
my daughter and I returned home.
In some ways I feel I haven't stepped
off the plane yet. One feeling that
keeps growing within me is a great
pride and respect for my daughter.
I admire her courage in meeting
so many new people in so many new
and strange settings. I admire her
unaffected, natural charm and grace
in the face of every new situation. I
am impressed by her unwavering
commitment to know and experience
all that is available to her of her past.
Sonya spent the week after we
returned home at a church camp.
During that week she made her own
personal commitment to follow
Jesus. It was as though things had
fallen into place in her life. The focus
was clearer. She could make some
new choices for herself. The experience of knowing w;ho she was and
where she had come from, her natural father's recent conversion—and
through it all, God's grace—had
brought her to a place where she was
able to choose for herself that new
life in Christ, to commit herself to
walk in his way and follow in his
path.
"You will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free."
Evangelical Visitor

objectives of the Brethren in Christ.
And it is at this point that it becomes
apparent (if it wasn't before) that the
planners of our 1988 General Conference were not the only thoughtful
people in terms of the integration of
worship and work. The writers of
our Constitution state: "The purpose of the Brethren in Christ Church

sing and pray and vote and debate
and exhort—eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace, deeply aware of their unique
oneness ("body," "spirit," "hope,"
"Lord," "faith," "baptism," "God and
Father" Eph. 4:3-6).
The designing of the 1988 General
Conference around the theme "Worship . . . in Spirit . . . in Truth"
may be more of a stroke of divine
inspiration than could ever have
been known in the early planning.
Our theme goes right to the heart of
our reason for being. Thus the July
2-7 Conference at Azusa, Calif., is
freighted with exciting potential to
help the Brethren in Christ be all that
God intends for us as we conclude
the 20th century. It is also a fact that
these next months, prior to our

is to foster a fellowship of believers
whose objective is to worship and
obey the triune God, and to proclaim His gospel to all people."
(Article II).
General Conferences there will
always be, with reports and motions
and recommendations—doing the
work of the church. But to truly
carry out the objective of the denomination, General Conferences must
be first and foremost experiences of
worship. This will surely happen as
delegates and others assemble with
the clear intention to participate in
corporate worship. They will meet
and celebrate God's grace; they will
rehearse his wondrous acts in their
respective congregations and individual lives; they will affirm their
solidarity around the cross; they will

assembly, have within them the seeds
of marvelous transformation. In this
light, all of us will do well to open
ourselves to Spirit-inspired freshness
in our understanding and expression
of "Worship . . . in Spirit . . . in
Truth."
Pastors, for instance, have opportunity to lead worship each week. By
a special sensitivity to the General
Conference theme, they can nurture
the seeds of transformation in the
months ahead. In the past, pastors
may have missed the powerful impact
of worship in their congregations
because they have depended on routine, or have neglected to think
clearly about how to worship. But
they can find new blessing by committing themselves to thoughtfully
developing their understanding of

General Conference of 1988

Worship—the heartbeat
of General Conference
by Glenn A. Ginder

Worship and work. At first thought
they seem distinct, separated, unrelated. Worship is often seen as a specialized expression accented either
by quietness or celebration, while
work is the business of living with its
accompanying perspiration, fatigue,
and productivity. Often the distinction between these two basic life
expressions is made by clothing,
location, and attitude. But when
God's people are thoughtful about
either work or worship, they know
better than to separate the two. It
was such thoughtfulness by those
who are planning the 1988 General
Conference that prompted the theme
"Worship . . . in Spirit . . . in
Truth."
Article I of the Manual of Doctrine and Government (Part III, Section 1, page 21) identifies the function of the General Conference. The
Conference is described as a "supervisory, legislative, and policy-making" body. That, of course, translates into work: people giving time
and energy to thinking, studying,
writing, and discussing; to questioning, explaining, responding, and defending. Accordingly, many see the
biennial General Conference as work
with just enough fellowship and inspiration thrown in to make it all
palatable.
But there is another sentence to
Article I, Section 1. It reads, "The
General Conference is a representative body through which the denomination acts to carry out its objectives." The curious reader will naturally want to know just what are the
Bishop Glenn A. Ginder is moderator for
the current biennium, culminating at General Conference in July. He lives in Wichita,
Kans.
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worship. Their congregations, including the delegates they send to
Azusa, can discover in these months
the transforming grace of corporate
worship.
Boards and agencies of the denomination can contribute, too. They
can prepare their reports and recommendations with the strong consciousness that they are joyously
responding to the leadership of the
Holy Spirit as he superintends the
affairs of the church. This modeling
of submission to divine direction
and of accent on unity of purpose
will contribute a valuable foundation for corporate worship.
People assigned to lead or address
the General Conference can also be

helpful. Their prayerful openness to
the Spirit's prompting as they prepare will be crucial. And as they
carefully reflect on the substance
and scope of worship, they will bring
to the assembly a God-honoring
fragrance.
Some have long known and affirmed the integration of worship
and work. Whether in private or in
an assembly of the saints, they are
full of praise to God. For them worship in Spirit and Truth is joyfully
familiar. But in these next months,
others—perhaps in large numbers—
will have opportunity to come to
grips with the realities of worship in
a new way. In their churches they
will discover the joy of singing from

the heart. In prayer they will touch
God. Sermons they hear will come
alive as they move from critique of
the preacher to affirmation of the
truth. Even the benediction will be
forever transformed from a mere
end-of-the-period buzzer to a bold
declaration of God's presence in the
important transition from worship
to work.
Join the preparation then, for true
worship transforms living. Further,
participation in the 1988 General
Conference at Azusa, California, will
accentuate the centrality of Worship
. . . in Spirit . . . in Truth for all
Brethren in Christ. It may even set a
new course for us in preparation for
the 21st Century.
•

General Conference
Information
This issue of the Evangelical Visitor includes the special
General Conference insert. Please read this carefully if you
plan to attend General Conference, and kindly return the
registration forms by June 1, 1988.
Your pastor has a limited number of extra copies of the
registration form. You can also feel free to make photocopies to take care of your needs. A separate registration form is
needed for each man, woman, and child attending Conference.
The first business session of the 1988 General Conference,
convening at Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, California,
will be on Saturday, July 2, at 1:00 p.m. Registration at
Conference will be on Friday evening, July 1, from 6:00 to
9:00 p.m., and on Saturday, July 2, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00
noon. The final business session is scheduled to conclude at
noon on Thursday, July 7, 1988. If needed, there will be a
Thursday afternoon session.
Pre-Conference Meeting: The Board for World Missions and the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting
are sponsoring an Evangelism and Missions Conference on
Thursday and Friday before General Conference. The sessions will be on the Azusa campus. You are welcome to
attend. Be sure to read the article on page 17 of this issue of
Evangelical Visitor for details. You will need to use the
General Conference registration form for this conference.
A core course on "The Theology of the Church," sponsored by the Board for Ministry and Doctrine, will be
offered from Friday, June 24, through Friday, July 1. These
classes will not convene at Azusa. Meals and lodging will
also be elsewhere, and registration will be handled by
another office. For more information, contact Bishop
Glenn Ginder.

No service will be conducted at the Conference site on
Sunday morning. You are strongly encouraged to attend an
area Brethren in Christ Church. Transportation will be
provided for those requesting it on the registration form.
The Sunday lunch will be served until 2:00 p.m. to give you
time to get back to the campus. You can attend one of the
following churches: Alta Loma, Chino, Chino Hills, Duarte
Christian Fellowship, Etiwanda, Gethsemane, Glendora,
Lighthouse, Moreno, Morning Star, Ontario. Open Bible,
Pomona, Riverside, Upland, and Walnut.
The Convention Director will again be assigning space
for exhibits. Please make your request in terms of 8-foot
modules. To cover rental costs, kindly include a check for
S15 for each 8-foot table needed. A limited number of tables
will be near electrical outlets. If you need an outlet, be sure
to include that information with your request and check
(made out to "General Conference").
Boards, committees, and agencies may submit requests to
the Convention Director for meeting rooms to be used
before and during the Conference. These reservations can
be made either before or during the Conference. Give date
and time, and how many will be in the group. The President's Dining Room, seating 40, can be booked for
mealtimes.
From now through June, each issue of the Evangelical
Visitor will have General Conference Information. You will
find it helpful to keep these issues at hand.
For more information, contact Paul Hostetler. Convention Director, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: (Office) 717697-2634, (Home) 717-766-2621. If no one answers at the
home number, you can leave a recorded message.
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Try Taking a
50-Day
Adventure

Days
for
CHRIST
to

TRANSFORM
MY DAILY
WORK

gS^Ufi
Have you ever tried to bridge the
distance between your "church"
world and your world of work?
Have you ever made a serious effort
to carry out Jesus' commands in
your place of labor? Have you ever
replayed your day, letting the Holy
Spirit evaluate your actions? Have
you ever delighted in giving others
the "presents" of Christ? Perhaps
you are ready for a 50-day Spiritual
Adventure.
It should come as no surprise by
now to Brethren in Christ pastors
and congregations that the Task
Force on Renewal 2000 (which is
promoting spiritual renewal along
with its work on a restatement of the
church's doctrinal understanding) is
recommending that churches participate this year in the Chapel of the
Air's Spiritual Adventure, "50 Days
for Christ to Transform My Daily
Work." Since 1980, the Chapel of
the Air has made these Spiritual
Adventures available across North
America in conjunction with their
daily radio broadcasts. For the first
time, the brotherhood has urged the
churches to use this vital and wellprepared program to stress spiritual
disciplines, unity, and renewal.
January 1988

Several Brethren in Christ representatives have attended the Chapel
of the Air pre-Adventure conferences held in various cities and have
begun to think and plan for implementation within their congregations.
However, it is not too late to begin.
The purpose of this article is to stimulate interest by: (1) sharing testimonies by participants of previous
50-Day Adventures, and (2) looking ahead to the 1988 Adventure.

Looking Back

Though not all responses to past
50-Day Adventures have been totally
positive, we in the Visitor office have
discovered general affirmation for
the Adventure. Gilbert Gomez, pastor of the Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., wrote:
"The 50-Day Adventure is an effective tool for nurturing spiritual
discipline in the life of the 'person in
the pew.' I think the concept of 'spiritual discipline' appeals to all Christians sincere about growing. They
want something that helps them to
get a handle on the important areas
of their lives. The 1987 50-Day

.by Helen Johns

Adventure was that 'something' for
our people. It provided clear guidance for progress in five primary
areas: (1) identifying God's presence
in our everyday lives; (2) Bible reading/meditation; (3) confessing God
as Master of all that we have; (4) affirming others; and (5) making Sunday the high point of our week.
"What I appreciated about the
Adventure was how it brought both
personal involvement and corporate
'togetherness.' Each person had his
or her own work to accomplish in
the journal; this made it very personal, of course. But we all were
doing the same assignments and that
gave us a sense of being together.
And then to come together on Sunday and to focus on a theme that has
already been introduced during the
preceding days helped to . . . bring
the sermon out of that vacuum in
which it so often exists.
"The leaders' material was so helpful. It provided ideas for sermons,
Scriptures, hymns, and other worship aids. While I did not use the
sermon provided, it was definitely
helpful in crystallizing the primary
aim of the worship time.
"We had a delightful Adventure! I

sensed that most of our people were
on the journey. I was aware that not
everyone was following the journal,
but our public meetings were such
that no one felt like they were on the
'outside.' I am excited about this
year's Adventure. We expect God to
use it to continue to mold us into his
holy people."
Here is a testimony from Barbara
Clopper of the Fairview Avenue
Brethren in Christ Church, in
Waynesboro, Pa.:
"The 50-Day Adventure made very
real to me the fact that Christ is in
residence in my life. We sometimes
take for granted his presence in all

things. It was exciting to me to go on
the daily 'God hunts' and be able to
have 'sightings' of God working in
my life. My favorite sighting was one
afternoon as I contemplated what to
have for the evening meal. I realized
we were out of meat and we had no
funds to go and purchase any groceries. I really did not pray about it, but
God chose to provide for us. Within
the hour I had a knock on my door.
My aunt and uncle stopped by on
the way home from shopping and
thought I might be able to use a
roasting chicken. Praise the Lord!
He truly does supply our needs. The
Adventure was a good time of grow-
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Sample pages from
the 50-Day
Adventure Journal
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ing spiritually, learning to affirm
others, and realizing that God is at
work in my life."
Joan Hensel of the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, congregation shares these
comments:
"For the past two years I have
participated in the 50-Day Adventure. I have appreciated the Chapel's
consistent call to discipline in the
Christian life—a call that is made
without apology. For many years in
the Brethren in Christ Church we
have spoken of 'home missions' and
'foreign missions.' Living out our
faith with our families on a day-today basis is truly a home mission
field.
"In the 1987 program, I particularly appreciated the prayer which
was provided, and which I used first
thing each morning. This was a way
of focusing my goals for the day, and
inviting God to use all my available
resources that day.
"In the 1986 program I enjoyed
the added blessing of sharing the
study with a good friend. We met
weekly to share what we had learned
and where we were struggling or
succeeding in our walks with God.
We worked on memorizing Scripture together and spent time in prayer
together.
"I would certainly recommend the
study for the Lenten season of 1988,
and I would urge participants to find
at least one other person to share it
with."

Evangelical Visitor

Other positive comments we received were:
"I appreciated the in-depth study
of a special theme."
"The Adventure aided me in having a consistent way of starting my
daily devotions."
"Following the Adventure through
the radio broadcasts got me started
listening to a Christian radio station
regularly."
Looking Ahead to the 1988 Adventure

Pastor Lynn Thrush of the Fairview Avenue congregation had these
comments:
"I think the Brethren in Christ will
readily appreciate the focus this year
on transforming our work place
with Christ's presence. Typically we
have been a people who want to
bring all of life under Christ's leadership. I think the 50-Day Adventure,
with its focus on accelerated spiritual growth, may be a very effective
tool of the Spirit to do for us what
the protracted revival meetings did
for an earlier generation. One of the
tremendous gifts of David Mains
[one of the Chapel of the Air broadcasters] is his ability to construct disciplines that help us get handles on
spiritual realities."
Another pastor confesses: "The
impact [of last year's Adventure]
was not all that apparent. There is
no doubt that with greater investment on the part of pastoral leadership there would have been a greater
impact. Since the Task Force on
Renewal is recommending the Adventure to all our congregations in
1988, we will likely use it again—
with adaptations."
There seems to be overall agreement that the old adage, "You only
get out of it what you put into it,"
applies to the 50-Day Adventure.
Pre-Adventure preparation and a
willingness to persevere through the
journal and through the suggested
activities will certainly be of utmost
importance. So, it seems, will be the
creative energies and positive attitudes of pastors and lay participants.
The 50-Day spirit of adventure is
something that apparently can be
"caught" more effectively than taught.
The first thing to consider is the
January 1988

Lord Jesus,
You know I live in a "two-boss world."
Conflicting voices call for my allegiance,
but yours is the one I choose to obey.
Help me to please you today by
upholding your standards,
resisting temptation,
and faithfully representing you
in all I do.
I claim the promise of your presence this day
as I go about my work.
Christ, you are my ultimate authority.
Amen.
acquisition of the daily journals
(available in three forms: adult, teen,
and children's). These contain general instruction on how to proceed,
which pastors or lay leaders will
want to help amplify. The daily
requirements of thejournal are quite
simple: a Scripture reading, and personal application for the start of the
day, then an "End-of-the-day replay"
which asks a person to list one thing
that went well and one that needs
improvement. Finally, there is a
boxed item reminding the person of
a particular activity to follow through
on. The centerfold of the journal
contains a chart on which to list
"presents" of Christ given to others
each week.
There is no way that a congregational leader can force individuals to
participate in the suggestions in the
journal. But there are "awareness
elevators" that can be tried. Many
are provided in the Adventure leader's guide available from the Chapel
of the Air (Box 30, Wheaton, IL
60189; phone (312) 690-2800). Some
helpful items are: clipper art for bulletins and promotion; press releases
for your local newspaper; weekly
bulletin announcements; a job description for the Adventure coordinator; sample sermons; a summary
chart of weekly desired responses,
worship themes, possible preaching
texts, key Bible truths, and the
"bridge" from church to work to

emphasize; group discussion questions for your small group, on Wednesday or Sunday nights; music suggestions, including original works of
high quality; and materials order
forms, including many items that
enlarge on the concepts introduced
in the Adventure. After these, your
imagination is the only limit.
Another aspect to take advantage
of is the inspiration provided by the
daily Chapel of the Air Broadcasts.
Many of your people will not be near
a radio with opportunity to listen,
but you will be surprised at how
many can listen or record the broadcasts for later listening. One pastor
reported that the broadcasts were so
good and so comprehensive, that he
hardly knew how to improve on
them in his Sunday sermon.
The Task Force on Renewal would
be pleased to know that many congregations have chosen to be a part
of this year's Adventure. Participation by a large number of Brethren
in Christ congregations could serve
as a vital stimulus as the brotherhood continues its emphasis on spiritual renewal in 1988. Comments
and reactions after the Adventure
can be sent to either your regional
conference bishop or General Secretary Donald Shafer.

Helen Johns is editorial assistant for the
Evangelical Visitor.
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How
to

help
those
who
grieve
by Sandra Musser

Sandra Musser is a member of the Chino
Hills Brethren in Christ Church in Southern
California, andserveson the denomination's
Board for Congregational Life.
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Good grief! That phrase used to
make me laugh—now it makes me
stop and think. What is grief? Can I
prepare myself for it? How can I help
others through it? Grief is such intense emotional suffering that to
describe it as good seems ludicrous.
Yet God reveals himself to the saddened heart. He does it through his
children and through his Word.
I recently attended the Congregational Life Festival sponsored by the
Canadian and General Conference
Board for Congregational Life held
at Niagara Christian College. I was
asked to give leadership to a workshop entitled, "How to Help Those
Who Grieve." I am greatly encouraged by the many in the brotherhood
who stand ready and willing to be
used in a ministry of compassion.
Many, however, are hesitant to reach
out because they don't know what to
say or how to be helpful. So often
people say and do nothing because
of their fear of doing something
wrong. Friends have told me they
know of Christians who have crossed
the street to avoid confrontation
with someone who had recently lost
a loved one.
Having lost my own husband 14
years ago, I have an intense interest
in helping those who grieve. There
are tangible ways to help the bereaved. Let me share some of them
with you.
I love Jesus' example when he
found Mary and Martha at the tomb
of their brother Lazarus. He didn't
explain why God allowed this to
happen, nor did he tell them to have
more faith. He wept. So the first
thing you can do is Cry! Cry! Cry!
This is so simple yet so frequently
overlooked. I well remember the
first Sunday I was home in Clarence
Center, New York, following the
funeral service for my husband in
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Oklahoma. The choir entered, followed by the pastor, and the service
began with tears. The entire congregation spent the first five minutes of
the service crying with me. I was
bathed in the healing balm of God's
presence expressed through his people. What a wonderful memory!
Another way to help the grieving
is to Listen! Listen! Listen! Mary's
first words to Jesus were, "Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would
not have died." We don't know the
attitude behind Mary's voice when
she said this, but being in a state of
shock and grief, she surely was not
totally calm and unaffected. Jesus
did not reprimand her for expressing
her feelings. He listened.
Recently I heard a man describe
Christians as members of the only
army that kills its own wounded. I'm
afraid this is often sadly true. Comments such as "I know how you're
feeling," "Well, at least you can have
another child," "You're young yet,"
"Where's your faith?" or "It must
have been God's will" only demonstrate a shallow understanding of the
hurt the bereaved person is feeling.
The Scriptures tell us to encourage
one another. What could do that
better than God's own words? Share
Scripture that has helped you as an
encouragement to the hurting. Notice
I said "share." In sharing Scripture
you also share some of yourself. Our
Lord's words have too often been
used as darts to be thrown, rather
than ointment to be applied for
healing.
At times people have said, "But I
don't know what to do!" Again, let
me state that something is better
than nothing. Too frequently, hurting people say, "I wish someone
would come by and say 'I don't
know how to help you' rather than
not come by at all." Be open to take
your cues from the one who is grieving. If you aren't sure, ask. Then do.

Here are some ideas to help you:
Pray. There is no greater help you
can give!
Send cards, letters, poems, prayers, and pictures of the deceased.
Remember the special days such
as anniversaries, birthdays, and
holidays—not just of the bereaved,
but also of the deceased.
Remember to use the name of the
deceased in conversation and correspondence. Nothing hurts more
than to think your loved one has
been forgotten.
Give social invitations.
Give the gift of time. Run errands,
babysit, and listen before, during,
and after the funeral.
Remember the children—they hurt
also and need companionship.
Make telephone calls of encouragement and prayer.
Share books. It is better to give
than to loan.
Give financial help. Don't assume
the insurance has come through.
Open your home for funeral guests
from out of town.
Send flowers. How about several
months later when the calls and
cards have stopped coming?
Clean. Not just before the funeral,
but months later when the bereaved
is immobilized by depression.
Offer maintenance help—lawns,
bushes, car repairs, plumbing, etc.
Provide meals in non-returnable
dishes, both during and long after
the funeral.
As Christians, we have been called
to service. The loss of someone's
loved one affords us an opportunity
to serve. Everyone at some time will
experience the loss of a loved one.
Often it is sudden. At other times it is
long in coming. In either case, we
can use the opportunity to help
those who are grieving. In so doing
you will find a "dark night" can
become a "joy in the morning." •
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Conference
Size and
Boundaries
by A. Graybill Brubaker

As the Brethren in Christ Church
grew and developed, a significant milestone was reached in 1957, when the
churches of the United States and Canada were combined into six regional conferences with five bishops. It was recognized at that time that a bishop's role
would be two-fold: administrative and
pastoral. While no limit was set on the
number of churches a bishop was to
administer, it can be assumed that the
number of congregations was one deciding factor in creating the present conference boundaries, inasmuch as the two
eastern conferences together—Atlantic
and Allegheny—are geographically
smaller than any one of the other four.
Experience with the working of this
system defined a bishop's role more
sharply, and affirmed the need for a
limitation of the number of congregations in a conference if a bishop was to
fulfill the role that the church had come
to expect of him. By 1980, when the
Renewal 2000 Task Force made its first
report to General Conference, 40
churches was considered "normative."

A. Graybill Brubaker is a member of the
Board of Administration, and serves as
secretary of the Task Force on Conference
Boundaries and Related Matters.
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Finally, in 1985, the Board of Administration adopted a recommendation of
its Task Force on Conference Boundaries and Related Matters, which stated
that "the optimum size of a regional
conference be 40 churches, with a norm
of 30-50 churches considering (a) growth
factors, (b) distance between churches,
(c) number of pastors, and (d) number
of members."
An attempt in 1980 to reduce the size
of the Allegheny Conference by realigning several conferences failed to gain
adequate support at General Conference and was postponed. Meanwhile,
the number of congregations in the
Allegheny Conference is now approaching 70, clearly a gross overload by
Brethren in Christ understandings.
The final report of the Renewal 2000
Task Force also had projected a Southern Conference for the brotherhood.
While it would have been premature to
organize such a regional conference in
the early 1980's, the groundwork was
set. In 1982 General Conference decided
that "the creation of a conference in the
southeastern USA shall be under continuing review for finalization by 1988
and implementation in 1990." This action
was affirmed in 1984.

Both the growth of the Allegheny
Conference and the vision for a new
conference in the Southeastern United
States are factors which are coming into
focus at the 1988 General Conference.
The Board of Administration has been
active in preparing to hear from the
brotherhood about them. The BOA's
Task Force on Conference Boundaries
and Related Matters considered a number of presentations, and worked out a
single proposal. The affected church
groupings were given temporary names,
and boundaries were delineated (see list
below).
Currently the congregations affected
by these proposed changes have been
invited to consider the proposal, with
responses to be sent to the General
Secretary no later than Feb. 1. When
these congregational responses have been
collated and any necessary alterations
made to the proposal, it will be presented to the General Conference which
convenes in Azusa. Calif., on July 2,
1988.
The entire brotherhood is called to
prayer for these important decisions.
May God be glorified in his church.

Evangelical Visitor
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Propc>sed Conj
erence Boundaries
One way to discover which congregations are proposed to be in each
of the realigned regional conferences
is to study the list of churches that
appears below. (Remember that
temporary names were assigned to
the proposed conferences for identification purposes only.)
On the other hand, if you are venturesome and enjoy geography, find
your road atlas and study the following boundary definitions, as taken
from the minutes of the Task Force
on Conference Boundaries and Related Matters [with a few editorial
notes for clarification]:
1. The lines for the division of the

Allegheny East and the Atlantic
Conferences would be the Susquehanna River to Williamsport
and Route 14 North to Lake
Ontario.
2. The Allegheny East/Alle,iheny
West boundary begins at the
Virginia border west of Washington, D.C., and east of Leesburg, Va., north to New Oxford,
Pa., on Route 30 and northwest
between Shippensburg and Carlisle via Tyrone and Clearfield to

the Midwest from the Southern
and Central Conferences], the
Ohio River north to the north-

ern border of Kentucky, to West
Virginia [dividing the Southern
from the Central Conference],
u p West Virginia's western
boundary to the Ohio/Pennsylvania boundary to Lake Erie
[separating the Central and
Western Allegheny Conferences.
4. The northern b o r d e r of the
Southern Conference to be the

Erie, Pa.

Virginia/ West Virginia and the

3. The Southern/ Midwest/ Central
Conference boundaries would be
the Mississippi River [separating

Maryland/ Virginia boundaries.

Atlantic
Conference

Eastern Allegheny
Conference

Western Allegheny
Conference

Southern
Conference

Central
Conference

New York
Fellowship Chapel
Pilgrim Chapel
Sunset Park

Pennsylvania
Big Valley
Blairs Mills
Carlisle
Cedar Grove
Cedar Heights
Colyer
Cumberland Valley
Dillsburg
Fairview
Ferguson Valley
Grantham
Granville
Green Grove
Hanover
Jemison Valley
Locust Grove
Marsh Creek
Mechanicsburg
Messiah Village
Morning Hour
Newton Hamilton
Pleasant Valley
Pleasant View
Redland Valley
Ridgevue
Roseglen
Saville
Susquehanna Valley
Wesley
West Shore

Pennsylvania
Air Hill
Altoona
Antrim
Blandburg
Blue Mountain
Canoe Creek
Center Grove
Chambersburg
Eight Square Chapel
Fairview Avenue
Five Forks
Green Springs
Hollowell
Iron Springs
Martinsburg
Montgomery
Mountain Chapel
Mt. Rock
Mt. Tabor
Mowersville
New Guilford
Peace Light
Saxton
Shermans Valley
Slate Lick
South Mountain
Uniontown
West Side
Woodbury

Alabama
Cahaba Valley

Illinois
Morrison

Florida
Community Bible
Holden Park
Miami
New Beginnings
Palm Harbor
Venice

Indiana
Christian Union
Mt. Zion
Nappanee
Union Grove

Pennsylvania
Bethel Springs
Bradford County
Centerville
Conoy
Cross Roads
Eliza bethtown
Fairland
Free Grace
Harrisburg
Hershey
Hummelstown
Hunlock Creek
Lancaster
Llewellyn
Manheim
Manor
Mastersonville
Mayton
Millersville
Mountoursville
Mt. Pleasant
New Covenant
Palmyra
Pequea
Perkiomen Valley
Refton
Shenks
Silverdale
Skyline View
Souderton
Speedwell Heights
Stowe
Summit View
Tremont
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Maryland
Marlyn Avenue
White Marsh
New York
Clarence Center

Maryland
Frederick
Paramount
Van Lear
Walkers ville
West Virginia
Petersburg
Seneca Rocks Fellowship

Georgia
Gwinnett County
Kentucky
Beulah Chapel
Bloomington Chapel
Campbellsville
Knifley Chapel
Millerfields
Tennessee
DeRossett
Pomeroy Chapel
Rolling Acres
Virginia
Adney Gap
Bethel
Harrisonburg
Highland Park
Lynchburg
Ridge View
Winchester

Michigan
Bethel Community
Bethel (Merrill)
Carland-Zion
Lakeview Community
Leonard
Maple Grove
Mooretown
Ohio
Amherst Community
Ashland
Beulah Chapel
Columbus
Dayton
Dayton Mission
Fairview
Highland
Peace Chapel
Phoneton
Pleasant Hill
Sippo Valley
Valley Chapel
Western Hills
Wisconsin
Sheboygan

(Note: The Canadian, Midwest, and Pacific
Conferences are not affected in this realignment.)
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World Missions: how
shall we be involved?
by Donald R. Zook

Our Lord's Great Commission
makes it clear that we as Christians
should be involved somehow in overseas missions. Some groups try to
accomplish this through an interdenominational approach (involving
people from more than one denomination); others choose to work
through parachurch groups (organizations functioning alongside denominations). The members of the
Brethren in Christ Church have entrusted the administration of this
awesome responsibility to a denominational agency—the Board for
World Missions. Each of these three
methods has its strengths and weaknesses.
Purpose

Interdenominational missions
sometimes concentrate on evangelism. But because converts need follow-up and nurture, groups often set
up an organizational structure similar to those of denominational missions. When this occurs, the disparity of church polity and doctrine
from which the various missionaries
come is often reflected in various
congregations. This can result in
confusion concerning identity.
Parachurch organizations are often
limited in their mission. They may
concentrate on one particular project. They sometimes work alongside
denominations and sometimes seek
to intermingle with denominations
overseas.
The stated purpose of the Brethren
in Christ Church is to foster fellowships of worshipping believers—both
in North America and overseas.
Donald R. Zook is the executive director
of the Board for World Missions.
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From these organized congregations
and denominational agencies come
ministries to the whole person:
evangelism, nurture, discipleship,
education, literature distribution,
famine relief, health care, agriculture, and many others.
Accountability

Both interdenominational and
parachurch organizations usually are
responsible to a board of trustees.
Activity often revolves around one
individual who had the vision and
energy to found the organization.
They often reflect a narrow range of
theological and mission perspectives.
Sometimes a small number of people hold full responsibility.
Brethren in Christ World Missions is responsible to the Brethren
in Christ Church. The Board for
World Missions consists of 12 board
members. These are chosen from
various regional conferences. The
board supervises budget, policy and
staff, and assigns missionaries. Funds
are carefully managed, and financial
reports are submitted to the Board
of Administration and the General
Conference.

A comparison of
three approaches
to an
overseas missions
ministry

Interdenominational missions
agencies and parachurch groups must
establish a constituency. Large mailings, radio, television, and extensive
travel necessitate high promotional
costs. According to Keith Parks,
president of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board, 300,000
charitable organizations in the U.S.
have tax-exempt status. Some estimate that 10,000 of these are parachurch organizations. The two primary endorsing agencies for taxexempt status require that at least 50
percent of the funds received be used
for the work described. An analysis
of many independent mission agencies indicates they are pleased if they
can hold administrative costs to 30
percent. Many go much higher.
The denominational approach is
cost-effective. Congregations promote
world missions and send money
through already established channels. Generally, promotional and
administrative costs are minimal.
During the past several years, the
Brethren in Christ have held administrative and fundraising costs to
something less than 10 percent. Also,
Brethren in Christ missionaries do
not have to spend a third or half of
their time soliciting support while
overseas. Many who work under
other systems must do so.
Links with missionaries

Interdenominational missions and
parachurch groups do have a simpler,
more direct way of fostering a sense
of personal identity with missionaries. When missionaries must raise
their own support, many in the
churches commit a certain amount
monthly directly to an individual
missionary. Others feel involved as
they receive pictures while sending
small amounts regularly to support,
feed, or educate a particular child.
But these are expensive ways to
administer missions. By encouraging motivation and personal identity
in other ways, a denominational
mission can release more money to
be used overseas.
Some say it is difficult to identify
personally with more than 80 missionaries serving overseas. But our
Evangelical
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GENERAL CONFERENCE
Dates:
Place:

Saturday, July 2, 1PM, through
Thursday noon, July 7, 1988
Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA

All persons attending General Conference will need to
complete and send in a registration form by June 1,1988.
General Conference — a very special occasion for every family member
A registration form is in the January Evangelical Visitor. You can get
additional forms from your pastor, or make photo copies.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Please read the information on these pages carefully. Your cooperation in meeting deadlines will be very much appreciated. Kindly
return a form for each man, woman, and child. FormsAandBshouid
be mailed before June 1, 1988. After that date, call in new registrations or any changes to forms already sent in.

Registration after Arrival
The registration times at General Conference are: Friday, July 1,
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.; and Saturday, July 2, 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon. Plan to
arrive by 10 a.m., if possible. Earlier is even better. The registration will
include: getting a name tag and convention packet, registering for
General Conference membership, receiving room assignments and
meal tickets, choosing a workshop, completing plans for a place of
worship on Sunday morning (transportation provided forthose asking
for it on registration form), and registering for youth activities, special
meal meetings, and other events.

Early/Late Arrivals
If you plan to arrive on campus before 6:30 a.m. or after 10:30 p.m.,
indicate that CAREFULLY on your registration form so that you can
be informed of your room assignment. When you arrive, go to the
Campus Security Office, ground level, Adams Hall, to receive your
key. The Security Office phone number, 24 hours a day, is (818)
969-3434, Ext. 3256.

Lodging, Meals, Transportation
Complete information is on the attached registration forms. Those
who wish to stay in an area motel or campsite should contact one
of the following:
Area Hotels/Motels
Colonial Motel (818-334-2555) 534 E. Foothill Blvd., $38/double
Comfort Inn Motel (818-969-8871) 117 N. Azusa Ave.. $36/double
Stardust Motel (818-334-0251) 666 E. Foothill Blvd.. $36/double
Area Campsites
Fairplex B.V. (818) 593-8915 ($14/day, 2 people, S2 each extra person, includes water and electric;
full hook-up, $16 a day)
Puddingstone (714) 599-8355 (S13/day, Mon.-Thurs., full hook-up; Fri.-Sun. $16/day; $100 a week)

SITE OF 1988 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Conference Address

Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA

Letters sent to General Conference should be addressed:
(Name of Person)
c/o Brethren in Christ Conference
Azusa Pacific University
Azusa, CA 91702
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Conference Phone Numbers
Use (818) 969-3434 for all calls. (University number)
General Conference Information Booth, Ext. 3032
General Conference Secretary (to be assigned)
Auditorium Platform (to be assigned)
Conference Services, Ext. 3039 (Use only in emergencies, when no
one else can be reached at the above numbers)
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Lodging in Private Homes
You will need to make your own arrangements for lodging in private
homes directly with the person involved. Whether you stay in a home,
motel, or campsite, be sure to fill in Form A and return it by June 1,1988.

Public Carriers
With General Conference travel involving holidays in both Canada
and the U.S., public carriers will be loaded to capacity. Make your
reservations early to avoid being disappointed.

Parking
When you arrive at the corner of Alosta Blvd. and Citrus Ave., drive
north on Citrus and turn right into the campus on University Ave. The
parking areas are nearby. A parking attendant will be on duty during
the early days of General Conference to help you.
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DIRECTIONS

Azusa Pacific University is about 17 miles
west of Upland, California, at the corner of
Alosta Boulevard (Hwy. 66) and Citrus Avenue.
Those traveling by car have a choice of
various routes from Upland. Perhaps the simplest route is by way of Foothill Boulevard and
Foothill Freeway.
Leaving Upland, travel north to Foothill
Boulevard (Hwy. 66). Turn left (west) on
Foothill Boulevard and travel approximately 8
miles to the Foothill Freeway (1-210) interchange.
Travel west on Foothill Freeway to the "Citrus" exit onto Base Line; turn left on Base Line to
stoplight at Citrus Avenue; and turn right on
Citrus Avenue. Azusa Pacific University is
about % mile north of Foothill Freeway. Allow
20 to 30 minutes for the trip.
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FORM B - AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION
Please Note: S e n d this f o r m to Asa Bert by June 1,1988. After that date, call him
with transportation needs, changes, cancellations: (714) 982-0053.
Transportation will be p r o v i d e d f r o m a n d to either the Ontario or Los Angeies Airport, to and f r o m the Conference site. Ontario trip, one way, 1 person, $15; 2 persons
in same vehicle, $7.50 each; more than 2 in same vehicle, $5 each (allow 2 hours). Los
Angeles trip, one way, Super Shuttle Co., 1 person, $38; additional people, $6 each
(allow 4 hours). Please divide total cost among g r o u p . In all cases, pay the driver u p o n
arrival.
When you registerwith Asa Bert, Transportation Chairman, he will send you a c o n firmation with full instructions on where to be picked up.
It is highly r e c o m m e n d e d that you use the Ontario Airport to save time and cost in
surface travel. A n d it is very urgent that you reserve your airline seats as early in 1988
as possible. Most likely, all the flights will be sold out.

. No. in Party _

Name.
Full A d d r e s s .

.--:-= .
Name of Arrival Airport _
Day

Zs:e .

Time.

r

:-• :

Airline _
Name of Departure Airport _
Day

Zr= .

Flight T i m e .

A - -e .

Send to Asa Bert, 883 Magnolia Ave., Upland, CA 91786 by June 1,1988.

Secretary for Church Relations
sponsors a missionary support unit
system that encourages personal
identification with specific missionaries. Congregations and individuals
are encouraged to "adopt" a missionary and underwrite a certain
portion (often $ 100 a month) of their
support. Participating in missionary
conferences, reading the periodicals
(Therefore and Today) which come
from the missions office, following
missionary reports in the Visitor,
praying for a specific missionary
family, and exchanging letters help
produce a sense of personal identification.
Choices
North American congregations can
benefit greatly from involvement in
Brethren in Christ missions. The testimonies from overseas Christians
can encourage the brotherhood. The
spiritual vitality of missionaries who
work on the "cutting edge" of evangelism helps to challenge the denomination. The fellowship of the leaders of overseas churches who visit
the sending congregations helps enlarge the vision and encourage the
faith of those in North America.
Each individual Christian must
determine how he or she will be
involved. Careful evaluation is wise.
By prayerfully establishing priorities
for your commitments, you can do
your part in sharing the gospel with
all people.
•

India
young people
preserve
old cemetery
by Carl Beck
All six Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ related conferences in India were
represented Oct. 11 when 150 young
people gathered in a field near Raghunathpur, West Bengal, to dedicate a wall
they had just built to enclose a historic
cemetery.
Here lie the remains of a score or
more pioneer missionaries and their
children of what was then the Mennonite Brethren in Christ (now Missionary
Church) mission in India.
The young people had come for 10
days of work camp and a youth conference. Over 2000 people participated in
those meetings. Work camp director
Carl Beck of Tokyo, Japan, gave a short
meditation at the cemetery and led in the
prayer of dedication.
From its beginnings in the early years
of this century, the cemetery has been an
open pasture for cattle, sheep and goats.
The stone markers have become their
scratching posts. All but three of the
stones have been knocked down and
removed, although there is evidence of

Evangelism and Missions
Convention Information
The Brethren in Christ Evangelism and Missions Convention will be held during the two days prior to the 1988
General Conference. The convention is open to everyone.
We encourage youth as well as adults to attend. Both
missionaries and missions partners are invited.
You do not need to attend General Conference to attend
the Evangelism and Missions Convention. However, to
register, you must use the General Conference registration
form, even if you will not be attending General Conference.
A copy of that form is in this issue. If attending both
conventions, you must register for both at the same time on
the same General Conference form. You will receive one bill
January 1988

scores of other burials, most recently
that of Pastor P. Karmakar of the India
United Missionary Church, whose burial occurred in March 1987. Two of his
daughters were at the dedication.
Work campers built a brick wall, 20
inches wide at its base, and four to seven
feet high, depending on the uneven terrain. The wall is 275 feet long, complete
with gateposts and a high iron gate
around the circumference of a semicircular enclosure containing between
one and two acres of cemetery space.
The cemetery will now become a burial ground for church leaders from all
the West Bengal Mennonite and related
churches, according to Pronoy Sarkar,
area leader and promoter of the project.
In addition to youth from the Brethren
in Christ church, participants represented the India General Conference
Mennonite Church, the India United
Missionary Church, the Bihar Mennonite Church, the Mennonite Brethren
Church and the Mennonite Church.

for room, board, and registration for both conventions.
This bill should be completely paid with one check prior to
the Evangelism and Missions Convention.
There is no registration fee for the Evangelism and Missions Convention. The cost of meals and rooms is the same
per unit as that of General Conference. For those lodging at
Azusa Pacific University, a working cost figure (package
plan) would be $45.00. This includes two nights' lodging
and six meals.
Registration will be on Thursday, June 30, from 12:00
noon to 2:00 p.m. The convention will convene at 2:00 p.m.
on Thursday and close on Friday at 4:30 p.m.
Transportation to and from airports will be arranged by
the General Conference staff (see registration form). Children's programs for children through age 11 will be held
during the convention.
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Keeping her patients:
the word from
Heidi Froemke
Heidi Froemke of Portland, Ore.,
began a three-year assignment as
midwife and nurse at Macha Hospital, Zambia, in June of 1987. This
interview was assembled from her
correspondence with the Brethren in
Christ World Missions office in
Mount Joy, Pa.
Describe for us the Africa which
you discovered and are coming to
know.
This is "classical" Africa—at least
the one we grew up learning about.
Right now it is hot, dry and dusty—
baked brown by the sun—real "bush"
country. They assure me this is only
because it is now "winter." Here,
that means no rainfall. Last night,
though, after four and a half months
of drought, a glorious, gentle rain
began to spill down from the heavens. People came out of their homes
and, with their arms outstretched,
faces turned toward the sky, sang for
joy! This rain is "that which saves the
roots." In other words, it gives just
enough water to keep the trees and
shrubs from dying completely—and
gets them through until the heavy
rains begin.
What were some of your thoughts
as you approached Macha Hospital?
Macha seems like it is at the end of
the earth, though I know it is not
true. From the main highway we
travel northwest from the town of
Choma, going 50 miles over very
bad road. It is two hours of bonejarring, wash-board dirt road—guaranteed to produce a stiff neck and a
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headache. Even the hardiest traveler
has been known to protest. During
the rainy season, this journey can
take three or four hours while one
waits for swollen rivers to recede just
enough to get a vehicle across. I have
decided that any journey along this
road requires careful forethought, a
hearty lunch and plenty of coffee!
What are your living arrangements
in the Macha community?
We have quite a nice community
here. I have a comfortable little
house—complete with a veranda
which has become the hub of evening get-togethers. I also have a
roommate—a midwife from Holland.
We've been enjoying our own little
cross-cultural experience! The tragedy
of this situation is that neither of us
likes to cook! Our task is made doubly difficult since even some of the
food "basics" are difficult to get.
Right now there is no flour, salt,
cooking oil, or sugar. In addition, it
is possible to get to town only once a
month. When you're used to running out to the corner convenience
store, this takes some getting used
to. We're learning to plan and then
buy in large quantities.
You must be finding many new
things to "learn and get used to."
I have been trying desperately to
learn the language. More than anything I want to carry on an intelligent conversation in Tonga. I am
afraid, however, that my enthusiasm
far exceeds any natural ability for
languages. Part of my initial introduction to Tonga was a week spent

living with a family in the village.
Thanks to their persistence and
patience I came away with some very
basic phrases and at least an "ear"
for the sound of the language. More
importantly, I came away with
another "family." Meanwhile, it is a
blessing that all the hospital staff
speak excellent English.
What other adjustments are you
making to the way of life in Zambia?
Of course, every missionary must
complain about the water, and I
guess I am no different! Ours comes
from a nearby stream that has been
dammed up and then is pumped
here. As the dry season advances,
however, the water level diminishes,
and that which comes through our
pipes becomes even dirtier. We all
suffer problems because of drinking
this water. Fortunately I brought
along a charcoal water filter, which
manages to give a couple of us, at
least, pretty decent drinking water.
There is real concern that the water
may not last until the rains come.
For Zambians and missionaries alike
this can be tragic, for we literally live
off of what we grow in our gardens.
Should we have to stop irrigating,
we would all find the next few
months difficult. We are all praying
for early and heavy rains this year to
counteract the effect of this long
drought. But even these minor irritations seem to take on less significance as the unusual becomes commonplace and the luxuries of "back
home" become dimmer in my
memory. I am learning to be truly
Evangelical Visitor

content with what I have and not to
fret over that which I do not.
Have you experienced anything
particularly surprising or unusual
which might interest or inform our
readers?
We are currently under siege by
the 20th century! Once a month for
six months, planes flying at treetop
level drop insecticide over us to kill
the tsetse flies. Although sleeping
sickness is not a problem right here
at Macha, it was felt that the "line"
of flies was advancing rapidly in our
direction. Traveling through the
countryside, however, one gets a
firsthand glimpse of the devastation
wrought by this disease. Entire villages are left standing empty because
the tsetse fly has made the area
uninhabitable with its vicious bite
and killing disease.
The hospital certainly performs a
vital service for these and other villages. How has Macha impressed
you after working there a while?
The hospital is a "typical" mission
hospital—large, slightly tattered
around the edges, and run on a
financial shoestring. I am continually impressed by what can be done
with very little. Macha has an excellent reputation with the only eye

surgeon in the southern half of the
country. In addition, many top surgeons come in from overseas to help
for short periods of time. Many of
the illnesses are those most of us only
read about in textbooks—leprosy,
tetanus, typhoid, rabies, and now,
kwashiorkor (protein deficiency) in
the children as a result of the drought
and poor crops.
And the hospital administers
medical care to people living in a
large area?
Many of the patients come from
great distances—on foot—traveling
days at a time just to reach the hospital. There is no public transportation, so travel is slow, difficult, and
sometimes dangerous. In rainy season there are rivers which must be
crossed. One simply camps beside
the river, hoping the rains will stop
long enough for the water to recede
and allow a crossing. I can't imagine
doing this when I am well, let alone
when sick! I am continually impressed
with the African "toughness" which
helps them overcome tremendous
difficulties. I have much to learn
from them.
Do you see much of the AIDS
virus?
Yes, there is AIDS, and yes, it is a
very big problem—seeming to grow
exponentially as the months pass.
What was once a spark will soon
become a fire. The implications are
truly frightening. Somehow the risk
we, as staff, run seems insignificant
in comparison to the suffering around
us.
Your work certainly stretches you
as a professional and as a person.
Can you relate any situtations which
have tested your stamina and helped
you grow?
The matron (nurse-in-charge) of
the hospital left for furlough for four
months. I was put in her place. I've
been in charge now for three weeks,
and to my own amazement the hospital is still standing and no one has
quit. This is no small feat in an insti-

Expectant mothers prepare their own
meals.

January 1988

tution with well over 200 beds and
more than 100 employees! I was a bit
concerned when I got here and realized that a job she took a year to
learn was going to be handed over to
me in less than four weeks! Actually,
things have gone well, and I am
really enjoying myself.
How are you holding up physically and psychologically?
My only physical setback was an
attack of "tic-bite fever." This fever
makes malaria feel like the common
cold in comparison. It can often be
very serious, but to everyone's amazement (and my relief) I recovered
unusually quickly—I was down only
24 hours. At the end of that time my
feet hit the floor and I haven't
stopped running since. It really is a
miracle! In what probably should
have been (by human standards) a
confusing, frustrating, and exhausting time, I have found confidence
and peace. I have almost forgotten
what physical exhaustion feels like,
for I've had an unusual abundance
of energy. I know this is "not of
myself for it goes far beyond my
own human capacity. I have been
aware, as never before, of the presence of the Lord. How good it is to
know that the God who loved and
cared for me in the States is the same
God who cares for me here in Africa.
I am still trying to find my way—to
find that very thing that God has
called me here for. I know, in time, it
will be revealed and, big or small, it
will be absolutely perfect!
What word would you leave with
the North American church?
My prayer is that—although we
are separated by mountains and
oceans, by plains and valleys—we
not be separated from each other in
Jesus Christ. My prayer is that God
might touch you in a special way and
perhaps through these words give
you a vision of his work in the world.
And, whether you labor for him on
that side of the world or this, whether
in the city or the bush, may you find
strength and encouragement to run
the race. Truly we are in this race
together, and you are not forgotten
by someone here in Zambia.
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od at work in our world
Accepted
Curtis Byers—London, England
Our most surprising report is our success in becoming accepted by West
Indian (black) youth. Two have become
Christians in the past two weeks.
After a discouraging afternoon of
knocking on doors, Bryan Sollenberger
and I saw a couple of West Indian midto-late teens lounging near a tiny soccer
field. We started talking and found ourselves witnessing to them for 45 minutes.
We learned that the local hangout is
open only Wednesday nights. My first
visit there, accompanied by Marti, was
uneventful except that we met some of
our new friends.
Bryan and I went back the following
week and the atmosphere was icy, with
no one there whom we knew. Finally
one of the guys said, "Hey, mon, you
C.I.D. (Criminal Intelligence Division—
Police)?'
I laughed and said, "No, I am a
preacher." I tried to start up a conversation with one of the staff and mentioned
that I hoped to build up trust, knowing
it would take a while.
"Probably forever," was his response.
Bryan and I left quickly and called it a
night.
Go back to the Moonshine Centre the
next Wednesday night? If I went, the
Holy Spirit just might do something and
surprise me. If I didn't go, I knew
nothing would happen. I went.
It started well when the first person
who saw me shouted, "Here comes the
preacher!"
Sitting at a table at the far side of the
room was a guy with a pile of keys who
asked me what I wanted. I said I was a
Christian worker in the area who wanted
to meet members of various groups and
this is where I was told to go to meet
young people.
To my surprise, he smiled and said,
"Great!"
American preachers don't usually have
a lot of street credibility with West
Indian youth. "But," I wanted to know,
"is there anything I can do to make the
message about God relevant to them?'
"Sure," he replied, "be a 100 percent
Christian."
After figuring out that he was not a
Christian, a conversation started which
lasted two hours and grew to include
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several youth. They wouldn't talk about
God with me, but they would talk about
why they wouldn't talk about God with
me. At one point one said, "You know,
this is an important conversation," to
which there was general agreement.
Later when the resident atheist was
giving me a hard time, out of nowhere a
young man walked into the conversation, took the cigarette out of his mouth,
and said to the atheist, "Who do you
think you are? You don't understand
God, so you say he doesn't exist." He
then waxed eloquent on the evidence of
God found in nature. It was like a West
Indian version of one of the Psalms.
At another point when one of the
guys said something that sounded like
he was agreeing with me, they asked,
"Hey, whose side are you on?'
Pointing to me, he said, "His."
When we were leaving the centre they
invited us to come back "But not too
often, about once a month."
When knocking on doors the next
day, we were surprised to meet one of
the most sensitive guys of the previous
night. Then a Christian girl whom we
knew walked up to say, "Hi." We had
spoken briefly when I noticed with her
the poet who had come to my rescue.
"Man, you were great last night.
Thanks."
He said, "I used to be a Christian. I
would like to become one again sometime." •
When Elias Moyo returned from furlough, we visited this young man together. He'd been in prison, but had
gone to college to study computers and
was now trying to start his own computer business. We saw him almost physically wrestle with becoming a Christian
during the first visit of almost three and
a half hours and the second of two and a
half. The third week Elias went with
Bryan and he finally committed his life
to Christ.
Four weeks after our last visit to the
Moonshine Centre, I went back with
Elias. Elias managed a half hour serious
conversation about the Lord with one
young man while I talked with about
four others. At closing time, one of the
staff said, "Hey, come back again. In
fact, come back next week," to which
there was general agreement.
I said, "We'll be happy to. We'd have
been here sooner but you said to come

once a month." They were surprised that
we'd taken them so seriously. That evening seemed to mark the turning point
in our acceptance there.

Bishop's Consecration,
Zambia
From letters from Zambians
The consecration service for Bishop
and Mrs. Enock Shamapani, October
18,1987, was attended by approximately
1,600 people—government representatives, church members, and friends. The
consecration message by Rev. Roy V.
Sider was inspiring, convicting, encouraging, and spiritually uplifting. All who
came with a desire to worship God were
greatly benefited. The Holy Spirit
brought the Word home to our hearts.
One wrote, "The consecration service
was moving. I was seated close to Enock
and Lastina. Enock was crying throughout. The centre of the message was his
youth—that God has seen fit to choose
him as church leader in his youth. The
church at large was called to help the
new bishop and pray for him. We were
called to help materially, spiritually,
morally, etc. 'If you don't give the
bishop and his family food, then pray
that God will send the birds to feed him,'
said Rev. Sider. We have chosen to support him so we don't get embarrassed
should the good Lord send birds to feed
our bishop."
At the farewell feast in the afternoon
for former Bishop William Silungwe,
there were gracious words of appreciation and gifts for the family.

Theresa
Ethel Bundy—Navajo Mission
In our latest council meeting Theresa
Yazzie gave the Sunday school report.
As she went along ad-libbing, she realized that people would think she was
preaching. She said she didn't intend to
preach—what she had said was true and
needed to be heard. She confessed that
she had not wanted to be Sunday school
superintendent and on the church board.
But, something happened. With her
Theological Education by Extension
studies she had been reading the book of
Jeremiah. She saw Jeremiah struggling
with similar kinds of feelings and she
saw what God said to Jeremiah. The
result is that Theresa is continuing in the
ministry the church has asked her to do.
Yet she is always aware that, as a quadriplegic, she is not able to do the paper
work she feels she should do.
Evangelical Visitor

Messiah
College
News
Missionary couple
address college community
Mennonite missionaries Dr. David
and Wilma Shank, who recently returned
from the Ivory Coast, spoke to the Messiah College community during chapel
services the week of Nov. 2.
Dr. Shank interviewed his wife on
"Dave's Talk Show" during the first
chapel, discussing with her God's calling
in their life at various times, both as
Christians and missionaries. The couple
was originally called to Belgium, where
they served from 1950-73. They had
been in the Ivory Coast since 1979.
Later in the week, Dr. Shank told
students that before heeding a call to
missions, one should be sure of a larger
calling. "I hope that most of you have
been called here to this campus as a
subsidiary call to the major call into the
kingdom of God," Shank said. "We are
the presence of the kingdom in the
world. The 'where' and 'how' are subsidiary to this fact."
He added that Christians can further
the kingdom anywhere and in many different ways, but they should do so as
they are led by the greatest call.
Don't forget Ministers Conference,
Feb. 16-17
Messiah College will host the 23rd
annual Ministers Conference, with
speakers Dennis Kinlaw and James Earl
Massey, on Feb. 16-17.
Dr. Kinlaw, president of Asbury College in Kentucky, will speak at general
sessions on change, including how God
brings change about and "Change: Can
We Copy God's Methods?'
Dr. Massey, Dean of the University
Chapel and Professor of Religion and
Society at Tuskegee University in Alabama, will lead three sessions, including
one titled "The Spirit Who Helps Us."
In addition, there will be 10 topics to
choose from in the seminars offered
each day. Topics include "Hearing the
Gospel from the Third Church," "Learning Styles—New Ideas for Adult Education," "Beyond the Late Great Planet
Earth: Interpreting the Book of Revelation," and "Ministering to Single Adults."
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Registration fees are $ 15 for two days
and S10 for one day, with spouses at half
that price. If three or more people come
from the same church, rates are $12 for
two days and $7 for one. Those who
preregister by Feb. 9 will receive the
Minister's Income Tax Guide for 1987
Returns.
Fees will be collected at the conference. To reserve your spot, write to Ministers Conference, Messiah College,
Grantham, PA 17027-0800. For information such as meal and lodging, call
the college at (717) 766-2511.
Student musicians
It's not difficult to find a performing
group on campus to join if you play an
instrument or if you sing well. All
groups give public concerts on campus,
and many tour off-campus as well. Following are the Brethren in Christ students in the various groups:
Wind Ensemble:
David Barrett (trombone), freshman,
pre-engineering, Grantham, Pa.
David Donat (trombone), freshman,
pre-engineering, Columbia, Pa.
Diane Donat (flute), junior, elementary
education, Columbia, Pa.
Joy Ebersole (clarinet), senior, music
education, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Kim Hoffman (clarinet), freshman, accounting, Palmyra, Pa.
Kristen Hoffman (flute), junior, dietetics, Palmyra, Pa.
Linda Lupoid (bass clarinet), sophomore, pre-nursing, Providence,
Pa.
J. Andrew Miller (tuba), sophomore,
history education, Dillsburg, Pa.
Merris Stambaugh (alto saxophone),
freshman, Winchester, Va.
Orchestra:
Susan Cassel (tuba), freshman, mathematics, Grantham, Pa.
Concert Handbell Choir and Messiah
College Singers:
Joy Ebersole (see above)
Concert Choir:
Joy Ebersole (see above)
Andrew Miller (bass) (see above)
Messiah students attend Urbana '87
More than 130 Messiah students attended Urbana '87, the student missions
conference sponsored by InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship and held at the
University of Illinois in Urbana, Dec.
27-31.
Since 1946, Urbana has been held

every two or three years to help college
men and women consider how they can
be a part of God's work around the
world. Approximately 20,000 students
were expected to gather for small-group
seminars and prayer groups, in addition
to being challenged by speakers including Billy Graham, Becky Pippert, and
Tony Campolo.
Brethren in Christ students planning
to attend from Messiah were: Steve Allison (sophomore, political science, Elizabethtown, Pa.), David Barrett (freshman, pre-engineering, Grantham, Pa.),
Karla Bert (freshman, computer science,
Upland, Calif.), Winnie Brubaker
(senior, elementary education, Arcanum,
Oh.), Kris Garis (junior, elementary
education, Hatfield, Pa.), Dawn Geib,
(sophomore, marketing major), Schwenksville, Pa., Belinda Gibble (freshman,
business administration, Chambersburg,
Pa).
Julie Heisey (freshman, pre-medicine,
Elizabethtown, Pa.), Jane Howe (sophomore, nursing, Hanover, Pa.), Lawton
Jacobs (junior, Bible, Fairfield, Pa.),
Becky Kreider (senior, biology, Lancaster, Pa.), David Kreider (sophomore,
biology, Elizabethtown, Pa.), Lavinia
Mlobane (senior, home economics,
Grantham, Pa.), Keith Poe (freshman,
history, Lancaster, Pa.), Lisa Sadler
(freshman, communication, Elizabethtown, Pa.).

Looking? Plan to spend a
day at Messiah
Prospective students and their families are invited to spend a day at Messiah
this semester. Several special preview
days have been planned. These days
start with registration in the Eisenhower
Campus Center at 9:15 a.m. Included
are academic and financial aid information sessions, campus tours, and a complimentary lunch with faculty and
students.
Preview Days for all majors: Feb. 15
(Monday-Presidents' Day) and Mar. 5
(Saturday).
Department Days for specific majors:
Feb. 19 (Friday)—Mathematical
Sciences, Management and Business;
and Feb. 26 (Friday)—Nursing, Natural
Sciences.
Perhaps you don't see a date here
that's convenient for the whole family.
Why not call the Admissions Office,
(717) 691-6000, to set up your own time
to visit?
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QtMrch /\Jews
Lynda Kelly Ordained
The ordination of Lynda L. Kelly
took place on Sunday, Nov. 15, 1987, at
the Welland Brethren in Christ Church,
Welland, Ontario, where Lynda and her
husband, Walter, have been the pastoral
couple for the past 12 years.
The event was planned to coordinate
with the biannual Board of Administration meeting. The ordination sermon
was preached by Dr. Donald R. Shafer,
General Secretary of the Brethren in
Christ Church. Bishop Glenn A. Ginder,
Executive Secretary of the Board for
Ministry and Doctrine, delivered the
charge, and Bishop Harvey R. Sider
conducted the ordination ritual.
Lynda and Walter met while they
were students at Emmanual Bible College, Kitchener. They served under Brethren in Christ Missions in Nicaragua
from 1969 until 1975. They are the parents of two daughters, Tracey and Missy.
For the past several years Lynda has
been pursuing studies in Clinical Pastoral Education. She completed this
course in 1986 and has since been
employed as Director of Pastoral Care

of the Queensway General Hospital and
George St. Leger Chronic Care Wing in
Etobicoke, Toronto. She now begins a
new assignment in her own city as the
first Director of Pastoral Care in the
Welland County General Hospital.
Lynda is the first woman to be ordained to a North American ministry by
the Brethren in Christ Church since the
1921 ordination by the Oklahoma church
of Anna Graybill (which was not fully
accepted by the denomination as a
whole).

(Congregationalf\fews f\fotes
Allegheny Conference
The youth of the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg. Pa., held a volleyball-a-thon Nov. 27-28
to raise funds for Let YOUth Care and the building fund. • On Nov. 22 Allegheny Conference
church planting representative Devon Bontrager
spoke in the morning service of the Canoe Creek
congregation, Holidaysburg, Pa. The Masters
sang at a Nov. 29 hymn sing. • Rev. Barton Starr is
serving as interim senior pastor of the Cedar
Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. Bill Swartz
recently received a 32nd year perfect Sunday
school attendance award.
A violin concert by John Eaken was planned for
Dec. 6 at the Chambersburg, Pa., church. • As
part of their expansion and improvements, the
Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa.,
has signed a 10-year lease on an adjacent property
for use as an athletic field. The youth sponsored a
spaghetti supper, talent show, and auction on
Nov. 14. • The Dillsburg, Pa., congregation
recently had a Sunday evening called "Apple
Delights and Spiritual Insights." A ladies fellowship party was Dec. 1. • A farewell tea was held
Nov. 15 at the Fairview Ave. church, Waynes-
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boro, Pa., for Walter and Mary Garling, the longest attending members of the congregation. They
have memories of the church back to 1916.
Chris and Marlys Book have accepted assignment as church planting pastoral couple in Frederick, Md., beginning June 1, 1988. • The Grantham, Pa., congregation enjoyed a Nov. 8 concert
by Alice Dourte, Lamar Dourte, and Jan Stauffer.
Fourteen new members were received in November. • On Nov. 15, the Locust Grove congregation,
York, Pa., had a focus on missions in the morning
service. Pastor Gomez, a member of the Board for
Media Ministries, highlighted the work of the
board in the evening service. • Steve Martin was
installed recently as pastor of the Marlyn Ave.
congregation, Baltimore, Md. The congregation
has started a food bank.
A congregational meal and surprise anniversary
celebration for Dr. and Mrs. Henry Ginder was
held Nov. 15 at the Martinsburg, Pa., church. •
Nov. 13 was the "Advancing in Christ" campaign
dinnerforthe Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation's
building fund drive. Five members were received
in November. • A grocery shower was given by the
Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg,
for Daryl and Lois Climenhaga. • On Nov. 15,

Tondra Thrush reported to the Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., about her voluntary
service in New York.
Pastor Ken Reid conducted membership classes
in November for the Peace Light congregation,
Gettysburg, Pa. A film, "A Father, A Son and a
Three Mile Run," was viewed Nov. 8 as the first in
a series on family life. • Three persons were baptized in November into the fellowship of the West
Shore congregation, Enola, Pa. Two musical programs were enjoyed on Nov. 22: a group of 20
students from Union Bible Seminary in the morning; and "Chapter 7" from Carlisle, Pa., in the
evening.
More Allegheny Conference fall special meetings: Oct. 18-22—Paramount, J. Clair Shenk;
Nov. 1-8—Canoe Creek, Bruce Grove; Nov. 1-6—
Mechanicsburg, Bruce Urey; Nov. 1-7—Mt. Rock,
Dr. Ray Seilhamer; Nov. 13-15—New Guilford,
Gerald and Lucille Wingert; Nov. 15-18—Air Hill,
Robert Sheetz; Nov. 15-17—Cedar Grove, Dr.
John Oswalt; Nov. 15-22—Martinsburg, Henry
A. Ginder.

Atlantic Conference
On Nov. 15, Jack Donovan, a city fire fighter,
presented an evening of music to the Community
Bible congregation, Sarasota, Fla. A Thanksgiving Day meal was served to retired and single
persons, and college students. • Ray Sider, Leslie
Harvel, and Arlene Miller spoke to the Cross
Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., on Nov. 22. •
Children of the Fairland congregation, Cleona,
Pa., receive Book Bug certificates for reading
church library books. The youth had a stromboli
party on Nov. 27. • A Thanksgiving dinner program Nov. 21 for the Free Grace congregation,
Millersburg, Pa., and their friends and neighbors
featured music by Family Circle.
The Hershey, Pa., congregation held a leadership training seminar on Nov. 7 at the public
library. The building project was discussed at a
Nov. 22 congregational meeting. • The "gift to the
Christ Child" holiday offerings of the Holden
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., went for pew
and Sunday school Bibles, and additional chorus
books. David Carlson preached on Nov. 8. • A
missions service Nov. 15 at the Hummelstown,
Pa., church featured an audio-visual presentation
on Nicaragua. • Paul Miller was vocalist at the
Lancaster, Pa., ladies' Christmas party on Dec. 11.
• A Christian counselor is available each Tuesday
for persons of the Manor congregation, Mountville. Pa. Pastor Hawbaker recently gave a slide
report on his visit to eight European nations. On
Nov. 18, the youth and adults had a program on
the moral and medical implications of AIDS.
Rachel Copenhaver, missionary nurse in Zambia, spoke recently to the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa. • The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., had a family life conference
on Nov. 22 with Eber and Ruth Dourte. • Pete and
Mim Stern, and Marshall and Eleanor Poe visited
the Palmyra, Pa., congregation in November for a
missions weekend. The women's fellowship sponsored a pancake breakfast on Nov. 21. A Christmas project was to provide hymnals for their sister
church, Holden Park. • Crop Walk revenue from
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the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., was
$221.
The Silverdale, Pa., congregation enjoyed an
all-church ice skating party on Nov. 22. • Ken
Letner spoke Nov. 22 in the Sunday school hour
of the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg,
Pa., on the rewards of teaching and overcoming
fear of failure. A Christmas dinner featuring
Dwight Thomas was Dec. 12. • The Stowe, Pa.,
congregation had an evening family Bible quiz on
Nov. 8. • The Summit View congregation, Gordonville, Pa., had a Nov. 8 road rally for its fall
fellowship. Entry fee was a canned food item for
the area food bank.

the Year. Renewal meetings with Arthur Climenhaga were held Nov. 27-29. • The Sherkston, Ont.,
youth sponsored a spaghetti supper on Nov. 8.
The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont.,
had revival meetings Nov. 15-22 with Luke Keefer,
Sr. • Thirteen persons were received recently as
members of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation, 11
by baptism. John Sider spoke Nov. 22 at a missions rally in preparation for the departure of John
and Ethel Sider for Malawi. • Pastor Walter Kelly
of the Welland, Ont., congregation recently celebrated 20 years in the ministry. Bishop E. J.
Swalm spoke in the morning service that day. On
Nov. 1, Christie Gooderham sang for a 67th anniversary service of the church.

Canadian Conference
The Bertie Sunday school, Stevensville, Ont.,
combined with the Junior Prayer Band recently to
raise $ 1,043 in a walk-a-thon for the "Greater than
Gold" missions project. • Secret sisters were
revealed at a Nov. 10 ladies meeting of the Cross
Roads congregation, Guelph, Ont. The youth had
a pizza and games night on Nov. 27. • Moses
Munsaka brought morning and evening messages
on Nov. 1 to the Falls View congregation, Niagara
Falls, Ont. Karl Fretz showed slides Nov. 22 on
Africa.* On Nov. 14, family bowling was enjoyed
by the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont.
Summer missionaries from Wainfleet took part in
morning and evening services on Nov. 15.
A recent survey of the membership classes of the
Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon, Sask.,
indicated that 75 percent are present because they
were invited to church by a friend. A 40-voice
choir from Briercrest College were guests for the
Nov. 29 services. • The youth of the North East
Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., viewed
the Ken Anderson film "Mistaken Identity" on
Nov. 27. • On Dec. 5, the adults of the Oak Ridges,
Ont., congregation enjoyed a Christmas Banquet
with the Elliot family. • The Sunday school board
of the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation sponsored a book party on Nov. 23. The choir sang at a
community hymn sing on Nov. 29. • The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., had a carol
sing on Nov. 29.
The Riverside Chapel congregation, Fort Erie,
Ont., celebrated its 10th anniversary services on
Oct. 25. Guest speaker was Rev. Arnold Dallimore of Cotnam, Ont. Guest soloist was charter
member Gloria Nevinger. Ed Climenhaga, also a
charter member, spoke of memories of the life of
the church. New pastor of the congregation, John
Day, spoke of the work of the founding pastor,
Gordon Gooderham. • Audrey Cober, member of
the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont.,
was recently chosen community Homemaker of

Central Conference
In November, the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, approved final renovation plans and
started seeking bids. The ladies took part in a
crafts show with proceeds given for debt reduction. • The Bethel Community congregation, Cassopolis, Mich., had an attendance of 85 at a
Thanksgiving dinner and program Nov. 20. Over
$580 was given in a harvest offering. • Marshall
and Eleanor Poe spoke to the Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, on Nov. 15. • The
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., has
begun a newsletter, "Growing Panes," to inform
the church about church growth activities. In
November, the congregation began a "Growing in
Love" study on Sunday night.
The Trailblazers Pioneer Club of the Fairview
congregation, Englewood, Ohio, had two hiking
outings in November. Merle Brubaker brought
the Nov. 8 morning message, "God Trusts Us." • A
scavenger hunt and chili soup cooked over an
open fire were the fare for 55 adults of the Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio, at a recent
harvest party. • Susan Clark and Mark Layne
were in concert Nov. 15 at the Lakeview Community church, Goodrich, Mich. Pastor Ron and
Marsha Smith had a Christmas open house Dec.
5-9. • A Christmas devotional book, "A View of
His Coming," written by Pastor Cabe was available to the Peace Chapel congregation, Ravenna,
Ohio. The booklet looks at the birth of Christ
through the eyes of seven people who were there.
The Choraleers from Lancaster, Pa., presented
a concert at the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church on
Dec. 10. The congregation's Christmas project
was to send plastic gloves for the workers at
Macha Hospital, Zambia. • The Sippo Valley
congregation, Massillon, Ohio, had a "How to
care for and keep people" workshop with Ken
Gibson on Nov. 21. • Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Dupree of OMS International in Japan were two
of the guests for the Nov. 13-15 missions conference of the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. The congregation planned a sloppyjoe
dinner and Christmas caroling on Dec. 16.

Correction
An October Visitor article about the
first "graduating class" for the four core
courses offered by the Board for Ministry and Doctrine omitted the name of
Luann Zercher as one of the persons
completing the program. At the same
time, the article incorrectly listed her
brother-in-law, David Zercher, who has
one course to complete.
January 1988

Midwest Conference
On Nov. 29, the Abilene, Ks., congregation
joined the Zion and Rosebank congregations for
the Charles Colson film, "Loving God." • The
Bethany congregation, Thomas, Okla., hosted the
Nov. 10 Oklahoma church growth dinner. • The
Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa,

recently had a special offering for the purchase of
an overhead projector. Bishop Ginder visited on
Nov. 8. • The Oklahoma City, Okla., church has
blended the individual members' points of view
about the building program into a statement of
purpose and approach. A Nov. 6 fundraising kickoff dinner was held. The church is striving for a
$300,000 goal before building a Phase I facility.
On Nov. 6-8, David Hall from McPherson College instructed the Rosebank congregation, Hope,
Ks., in a Bible Conference. The Nov. 9 Kansas
church growth dinner was held at Rosebank. A
50th wedding anniversary celebration was held
Oct. 10 for Millard and Florence Hostetter, active
members of the Rosebank congregation. It was
hosted by the families of their four children: Don,
Phyllis King, David, and Julie Brandt. The Hostetters were married at the home of her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Shetter with Rev. Homer
Engle and Rev. R. I. Witter officiating.

Millard and Florence Hostetter
The youth of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks.,
sponsored a Nov. 21 rummage auction. A commitment service for eight new members was held
Nov. 22.

Pacific Conference
On Nov. 6, 16 people from the Glendora, Calif.,
congregation attended the "Celebrate Brotherhood" Board for Evangelism and Church Planting
and Cooperative Ministries dinner at the Ontario,
Calif., church. Glendora member Donna Stebbing
sang at the dinner. On Nov. 8, the Glendora congregation tried to surpass its previous love loaf
donations for World Hunger. • The music group
Inflection from Azusa Pacific University joined
the Thanksgiving service of celebration Nov. 22 at
the Ontario church.
Bishop Wenger presented the morning message
and was honored guest for the Nov. 1 potluck
luncheon at the Pacific Highway church, Salem,
Ore. He sang a solo and gave a challenge in the
Sunday school opening assembly. A call for
prayer has been made for another pianist, a choir
director, and a youth director. • The Riverside,
Calif., congregation collected items in November
for distribution in Tijuana, Mexico: canned food,
rice, beans, cooking oil, soap, towels, paper,
crayons, etc. • A seminar on "How to really love
your teen" with Dr. Ann Coughlin was Nov. 9 at
the Upland, Calif., church. A "birthing class" was
held Nov. 15 for members interested in assisting in
the Upland daughter church "due" Easter, 1988.
"The Gift of Tenyin," a play with a Japanese setting, was presented Dec. 5 and 6 at the Family
Christmas.
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For the Record
Births
Banner: Matthew Robert, Oct. 22; Bruce and
Angie (Budesheim) Banner, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Beachy: Benjamin Michael, Nov. 1; Mike and
Jane Beachy, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Davis: Daniel Andrew, Nov. 1; Dennis and
Sue Davis, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Feister: David Craig, Nov. 8; Craig and Karen
(Huber) Feister, Manor congregation, Pa.
Gills: Luke Alan, Oct. 15; John and Paula
Gills, Peace Light congregation, Pa.
Hunsberger: Abram Bryce, Oct. 18; Dave and
Tina Hunsberger, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Ingram: Lawrence Howard, Oct. 10; Lisa Ingram, Welland congregation, Ont.
Kipe: Tracy Allison, Oct. 4; Frank and Mary
(Woods) Kipe, Paramount congregation, Md.
Kiss: David Frank John, Oct. 30; Kathy Kiss,
Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Kitchen: Amy Lorraine, Nov. I; Allen and
Esther Kitchen, Free Grace congregation, Pa.
Lindsay: Brandon Lee Thomas; Nov. 21; Allen
and Diana Lindsay, Silverdale congregation, Pa.
Miller: Rebecca Lee, Oct. 20; David and Kaye
Miller, Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Minor: Trent David, Nov. 9; James and Wendy
(Tunnacliffe) Minor, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Mower: Zachary Ryan, Oct. 21; Pete and
Sherry Mower, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Noll: Elizabeth Jane, Oct. 22; Jack and Kim
Noll, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Nolt: Jason Michael, July 16; Barry and Judy
(Kipe) Nolt, Cali, Colombia.
Potter: Curtis Nelson, Oct. 27; Ron and Melody Potter, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Quinn: Sarah Louise, Oct. 19; Rick and Joan
(Wideman) Quinn, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Repman: Daniel Zachary, Nov. 7; Keith and
Lois Repman. Big Valley congregation, Pa.
Ressler: Ira Wesley Daniel, Oct. 25; Daniel and
Barbra Ressler, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Sauder: Kyle Allen, Oct. 12; Allen and Susan
(Fager) Sauder, Mt. View congregation, Colo.
Seroskie: Nicole Danielle, Nov. 4; John and
Linda Seroskie, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Shertzer: Andrew Mark, Nov. 18; Jay and Lisa
(Rupert) Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa.
Simmons: Theodore Charles, Nov. 7; Mark
and Priscilla Simmons, Lancaster congregation.
Pa.
Stoltzfus: Seth Nathanael, Sept. 28; John and
Tammy Stoltzfus, Green Grove congregation, Pa.
Templin: Joel Michael, Nov. 21; James and
Joanne (Tice) Templin, Pequea congregation, Pa.

Yantha: Travis Andrew, Oct. 13; Andy and
Kathy Yantha, Massey Place congregation, Sask.

Weddings
Baer-Foster: Crystal Lynn, daughter of Lynn
E. Foster and Sharon K. Bensing, and Darryl L.,
son of Ronald and Mary Baer, Nov. 21 in the
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Vern Bosserman officiating.
Bemesderfer-Brubaker: Patricia A., daughter
of Burnell and Geertje Brubaker, Columbia, Pa.,
and Bradley K., son of Jim and Kay Bemesderfer,
Mountville, Pa., Nov. 14 in the Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker
officiating.
DeJesus-Ellmaker: Stacy Lee, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Barry L. Ellmaker, Manheim, Pa., and
Kyile Allen DeJesus, son of Mrs. Mildred Peters,
Manheim, Sept. 12 in the Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church, with Rev. Roy J. Peterman
officiating.
Ebersole-Roach: Gail, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Roach, Wrightsville, Pa., and Jeff,
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Ebersole, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Nov. 28 at the Church of the Nazarene,
York, Pa.
Fry-Hess: Judy Ann, daughter of Willis and
Ramah Hess, Lancaster, Pa., and Charles Robert,
son of Robert and Jean Fry, Lancaster, Nov. 7 at
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John B. Hawbaker and Rev. Robert L. Sheetz
officiating.
Jones-Hess: Donna R., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William H. Hess, Manheim, Pa., and Peter
A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Jones, York, Pa.,
Oct. 3 in the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.
Kerchner-Eisenhart: Patti, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Eisenhart, and Karl, son of Mrs.
Ethel Smith and the late Philip Smith, and Mr.
and Mrs. Jerome Kerchner, Jr., Nov. 7 in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
M. Eugene Heidler officiating.
Lupton-McCombs: Hazel, daughter of Mabel
McCombs, Jarvis, Ont., and Mark Lupton, Huntsville, Ont., Oct. 3 in the Cheapside Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Ken Case and Capt.
Lome Pritchard officiating.
Talbot-Barrette: Carol, daughter of Jack and
Norma Barrette, Collingwood, Ont., and Richard,
son of Paul and Joy Talbot, Avening. Ont., Oct.
10 at the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church.
Welsh-VanBortel: Pamela, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth VanBortel, and Edward, son of
Mr. and Mrs. James Welsh, Nov. 14 in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Steve
Russell officiating.
Whitesel-Brubaker: Avis Yvonne, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. A. Hess Brubaker, and Brent
Timothy, son of Mr. and Mrs. Victor Whitesel,
Oct. 3 at the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ
Church.

Tucker: David Andrew, Oct. 20; Douglas and
Connie (Shoalts) Tucker, Wainfleet congregation.
Ont.

Wilson-Miller: Jennifer, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Larry Miller, Manheim, Pa., and Timothy
R., son of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Wilson, Manheim,
Nov. 7 in the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating.

Walters: Joshua Edward, Nov. 6; Steve and
Sue Walters, Carlisle congregation, Pa.

Wilt-Husnian: Anita Siranouche, daughter of
Al and Margaret Husnian, Haifa, Israel, and
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Daniel Lee, son of John and Elsie Wilt, Middletown, Pa., Oct. 24 at the Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church.
Zimmerman-Shenk: Julie, daughter of Mrs.
Evelyn Shenk, Manheim, Pa., and Gary Zimmerman, son of Rev. and Mrs. Paul Witmer,
Manheim, Oct. 24 in the Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman
officiating.

Obituaries
Benner: George K. Benner, 89, born Feb. 21,
1898, died October 22 in Sellersville, Pa. He is
survived by two daughters, Anna Marshall and
Martha Myers; two sons, George and Ernest;
three grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.
He was received as a member of the Silverdale
Brethren in Christ Church on June 8, 1917. The
funeral service was held at the church with Rev.
Omer E. King officiating. Interment was in the
Silverdale Cemetery.
Hershey: Rev. J. Elwood Hershey, 78, born
Dec. 5, 1908, died Oct. 19. He was a retired missionary for the Brethren in Christ Church, having
served 26 years in Africa. He was a member of the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. Surviving are
his wife, Dorothy L; two daughters, Lenora H.
Stern, and Alvera M. Stern; three brothers, Clyde
L., John O., and David D.; and four grandchildren. Services were held at the Messiah Village
Chapel with Rev. J. Robert Lehman, Rev. Donald
Zook, and Rev. Timothy Herr officiating. Interment was in the Grantham Memorial Park.
Tribute
Elwood Hershey served Christ in Brethren in
Christ overseas missions ministries for 27 years.
On Thanksgiving Day of November 1936 he sailed
from New York for Africa. The following November, Dorothy Lexow, who was to become his bride
in April 1938, left for Africa. Together they served
faithfully and well as they gave themselves wholly
to the Lord and as they served the people and the
church in Africa.
Brother Hershey served in many and varying
roles in what was then Northern and Southern
Rhodesia, now Zambia and Zimbabwe. His missionary assignments included responsibility as
superintendent of outstation schools and churches,
superintendent of the larger mission stations, farm
manager, and principal of missions boarding
schools. Brother Hershey helped initiate a new era
in farm management and the Brethren in Christ in
Africa when he served as construction superintendent for several large dams.
Brother Hershey was an outstanding missionary who was loved and respected by missionary
and national co-workers alike. He was cheerfully
optimistic and took delight in serving others. His
sense of humor and insights into human nature
helped co-workers to keep things in proper perspective. His earnest spirit and self-sacrificing
example made him a model for the current generation. We pay tribute to him for in our memory he
cast a long shadow for the cause of missions.
Upon their return to the States, Elwood and
Dorothy Hershey served missions in a different
way. Who can forget his talk about the value of
our denominational mission program when he
spoke at General Conference immediately after
their return? Who can forget the S 1,000 personal
contribution to missions which Brother Hershey
made at that same General Conference as he
expressed gratitude for the privilege of missions
service? In subsequent years the Hersheys have
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often served as philanthropists as they made generous contributions to special projects. They have
followed the biblical injunction of "first giving
themselves to the Lord" and then have given
cheerfully and generously of their means.
We share with the family in the pain of Brother
Hershey's parting and in rejoicing at his promotion to a mansion above. We express our sympathy and love to Dorothy. To Alvera and Lenora
and their families we offer our sympathy in the loss
of a loving father and grandfather. May the
memory of his faithful life and the grace of our
Lord Jesus sustain you.
Donald R. Zook. Executive Director
Brethren in Christ World Missions
Hess: John Sangrey Hess, born May 1, 1917,
died Oct. 25. He is survived by his wife, Eva Nye
Hess; three sons, Gerald D., J. Glenn, and James
N.; ten grandchildren; one borther. Mark S.; and
four sisters, Lois S. Hess, Suie Wissler, Mary
Hoke, and Edna Hess. John had been a deacon of
the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church for 25 years.
The funeral was held at the church with Rev.
Gerald Wingert and Rev. Paul Keefer officiating.
Interment was in the Pequea cemetery.
Hockenberry: Wesley Hockenberry, 73, of
Mifflin, Pa., died Oct. 17. He was born Jan. 31,
1914, the son of David Wesley and Lottie (Stong)
Hockenberry. Surviving are his wife, Catherine
(Gray); a son, David W.; a daughter, Janet
Wright; three grandchildren; and one greatgrandson. Wesley was a retired farmer and attended Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church.
Services were held at the Henry Funeral Home.
Honey Grove, with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler and
Rev. Steve Russell officiating. Interment was in
St. Paul Cemetery, Nook, Pa.

Paulus: Rev. Harold E. Paulus, 82, born April
13, 1905, died Nov. 6. He was the son of the late
Monroe and Elizabeth (Dick) Paulus. Surviving
are a sister, Martha Hartley; a brother, Clarence;
and nieces and nephews. The funeral service was
held at the Messiah Village Chapel with Rev. J.
Robert Lehman and Rev. Andrew Slagenweit
officiating. Interment was in the Grantham
Memorial Park.

Tribute
From the east coast to the west coast, Harold
Paulus served his Lord and the Brethren in Christ
Church with notable distinction.
He was most at home in city missions. Dayton,
Ohio; San Francisco, Calif; Detroit, Mich.; and
New York City, were cities where Brother Paulus
gave valuable and significant service.
For nearly 11 years, he worked with the Life
Line Mission in San Francisco. Three of those
years he was superintendent. The Life Line Reporter, newsletter of the mission, said of him upon his
retirement, "He will always be remembered for his
devotion to and love for his work." These words
aptly describe the ministry of Brother Harold
throughout his life.
Whether on skid row, or in a more traditional
pastorate, he knew how to listen to people and
could effectively identify with those of varying

Martin: Nettie Martin of Port Colborne, Ont.,
born June 1, 1897, died Nov. 1. She is survived by
one son, Douglas. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Robert Rolston of the Wainfleet,
Ont., congregation. Interment was in Pleasantview Memorial Gardens, Turner's Corners.
Moore: Verl L. Moore, born Jan. 11, 1904,
died Sept. 19. His wife, Hazel (Jones) preceded
him in death, as did two sisters and two grandchildren. He is survived by 5 sons, Ivan L., Dale
L., Ronald, Arthur, and Larry; 2daughters, Verna
Thomas and Shirley Thomas; 16 grandchildren; 9
great-grandchildren; and a brother, Russell. Verl
had worked for 42 years as a sandblaster for the
Dow Chemical Co., and was a member of the
Bethel Brethren in Christ Church, Merrill, Mich.
Services were held at the Ware-Smith-Woolever
and Co. Funeral Home with Rev. Robert W.
Moore officiating.
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Reed: Edna M. Reed, 98, born March 21,1889,
died Sept. 13 at Messiah Village. The widow of
Abram S. Reed, she is survived by 4 sons, Lloyd,
Glenn, Earl, and Marlin; 4 daughters. Pearl, Ruth,
Vera, and Lydia; 21 grandchildren; 45 greatgrandchildren; and several great-great-grandchildren. One daughter preceded her in death. She was
a member of the Fairview Brethren in Christ
Church which was built on land she and Abram
donated. The funeral was held in the Beaver-Urich
Funeral Home, Lewisberry, Pa., with Rev. Harvey Beinhower officiating. Interment was in Crossroads Cemetery, Fairview Township.

Literature
for Living

Lehman: Mary Elizabeth Lehman, born Dec.
4, 1896, died Oct. 11 in Harrisburg, Pa. Surviving
are 2 daughters, Anna Mae Wenger and Janet
Sherk; 8 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren;
and a sister, Fannie Mae Metzker. She was the
widow of J. Henry Lehman and a member of the
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church where
services were held with Rev. Ken Hepner. Rev.
Steve Lehman, Rev. Robert Lehman, Rev. Charles
R. Burgard, and Rev. Simon Lehman officiating.
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
Marr: Gail Marr of Wellandport, Ont., born
Jan. 11,1947, died Nov. 13. She is survived by her
husband, Donald; a daughter, Laureli; and a son,
Kevin. The funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Robert Rolston of the Wainfleet congregation.
Interment was in Pleasamview Memorial Gardens,
Turner's Corners.

cultural stratas. Discipling others in their walk
with the Lord was a special gift of his.
Brother Paulus did not let his singleness hinder
him from serving the church. What some might
have considered a barrier did not keep him from
offering himself in selfless service whenever the call
of the church came to him. He demonstrated
genuine humility and gracious submission to the
Lord and his beloved church.
We thank the Lord for Brother Harold's life and
witness, and rejoice in his promotion to a place
free of pain and suffering. His self-sacrificing
example is a challenge to all of us to be faithful in
our pilgrimage with the Lord.
Donald R. Zook, Executive Director
Board for World Missions
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. . . Like giving birth to a nev

Our family is involved in the
Brethren in Christ planting in Millersville, Pa. We have learned that a
church planting is a lot like giving
birth to a new baby. It is a living
body that daily is discovering more
and more of itself, who it is, and
what it is capable of. Many preconceptions which parents form before
birth need to change.
The sacrifices and commitment
necessary have tested our members.
We have all faced a certain amount
of uncertainty, fear, and doubt. There
were times when I think we all wondered if this was right for us. However, the victories we have experienced as our lives touched others
confirms that this is the Lord's doing
and it is marvelous in our sight!
Perhaps because we are few in
number, or perhaps because we are
aware of our own shortcomings, a

Abandoned

by Paul Hostetler
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ministry of encouragement is quite
evident. A kind word goes a long
way, creating a very positive undercurrent within our church. That helps
us continue to put one foot in front
of the other.
It is this positive, loving attitude
that frees us to serve within the
church. We can be ourselves and it's
O.K. We don't have to be perfect. As
we are affirmed, we are encouraged
to become involved in some way.
We have learned to appreciate and
trust one another more. We know
that each of us is doing his or her
best. If our best doesn't seem adequate, we have learned to commit it
to the Lord and trust him to give us
peace and to empower our brother.
Interaction with our church leaders has enabled us to better understand how the church functions, to
more fully appreciate the efforts of

those in leadership positions, and to
be more ready to help out when a
need arises. We are not in this for
ourselves, but for the glory of God
and the furtherance of the gospel.
Because of this love that reaches out
and lifts up, I believe good things
will continue to happen at Millersville.
We need one another! Everyone is
important! I suppose that's what I
like best about being involved in a
church planting.
Growing up is hard to do, but it
has drawn each of us closer to Jesus.
We have survived our misconceptions, made mistakes, and suffered
hurts. Discouragement continues to
be a weapon the devil uses to hinder
or stop the Lord's work. We recognize it more readily now, and when
confronted by it, ask the Lord to
increase our commitment and faith.

You may wonder why the ". . . New
Baby" article appears in "Money Matters." True, it doesn't even mention
money. Reva Deering simply lays out in
plain view the frustrations and hurts of
being an active part of a church planting. So why use her testimony? Let me
explain.
The Millersville planting, like other
church plantings, came about (among
other reasons) because of brotherhood
support through Cooperative Ministries.
Due to the giving of many people, the
"baby" was born.
When certain babies are born, the
mothers leave them on someone's doorstep because they are unwilling to pay

the high price of nurturing them to
adulthood. Is it possible that we Brethren
in Christ sometimes abandon our babychurches? Do we give our support to the
birth process of other plantings when
our prayers and funds should still be
deeply involved in the "childhood and
youth" of a church like Millersville or
Walkersville?
Babies, in the natural sense, demand
our time and our money. Church planting people give big blocks of arduous
time; the rest of us should support them
with big chunks of consecrated money.
I know of a mother who has a fur
coat, a big car, and afine home. Yet, she
says she can't afford to raise her child. I
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Canadian Conference
Vignettes from the Past

Happenings laced with humor

baby"

compiled by Doris Cober
by Reva Deering

It is during these times, when we
are tired, that Satan tempts us. How
comfortable, how easy it would be to
escape back into a large, established
congregation. This thought doesn't
linger long. We have much love for
one another, a relaxed family atmosphere, and a free acceptance of any
individual, whether within or without the brotherhood.
We want our lives to impact others for Christ. Hiding is not the
answer. We still have much to learn
and much to accomplish. As always,
the harvest is great but the laborers
are few. Pray with us, that God's will
be done at Millersville.

also know of people who, to paraphrase
Reva's words, are enjoying the comforts
of large, established congregations (Fm
part of one) with the best of facilities,
and yet they say they can't afford to give
more to support church ministries, including church plantings.
The Lord spoke to me when I read the
article. I resolved that in this New Year
of 1988 I would pray more for our
brotherhood projects and give more to
Cooperative Ministries. And I suspect
that when you ponder Reva Deering's
words, you will feel constrained to do
the same.
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Humor—sometimes intended and
sometimes not—colors many incidents
in the lives of the Canadian brethren.
These humorous episodes open windows for us to see into the lives of earlier
brothers and sisters in our Church.

In a southern Ontario congregation
was a family who habitually slept in
church—the father, mother and often
some of the children. One night the
father sat down in his pew and promptly
went to sleep. He slept through the preliminaries and the sermon as well. A
testimony service followed. During this
part of the meeting, he awoke, and rose
to his feet to thank the Lord for the good
service he had enjoyed. He said, "I was
so tired this evening that I was tempted
to stay at home. But I'm so glad I came; I
am not so tired any more."1

At a Springvale prayer meeting, Pastor John Nigh was sitting as usual on a
side seat at the front of the sanctuary,
facing the pulpit. Just before the service
began something tickled the back of his
neck. He reached up and started to pull,
and pull . . . stretching out to a considerable length one of his wife's long
black stockings. As he realized what he
was holding, a look of comical dismay
spread over the pastor's face. Apparently he had hung his coat over his wife's
stockings in the clothes closet and one
had been caught up with the coat when
he was getting ready for the service.
Maintaining the solemnity that was
usual in a prayer meeting was difficult
for everyone in attendance at that particular gathering.2

Then, as now, differences in individuals' personalities were very evident.
Lafayette Shoalts (Wainfleet) and Bert
Sherk (Bertie) were completely different
in the way in which they addressed people. Bro. Shoalts preferred the use of
"'brother" and "sister," while Bro. Sherk

was much more informal and customarily used first names, or nicknames. On
one occasion a number of delegates had
gathered in the Buffalo (N.Y.) train station on their way to General Conference. Shoalts came walking down the
corridor to join the group. He was carrying several boxes of lunch, which caused
the inimitable and irrespressible Bert
Sherk to observe, "Here comes Lafe
with his pantry!"3

In the 1940s two sisters, Ruth and
Myrtle Steckley, were asked to serve as
Home Mission workers, leaving the city
of Toronto to live in Houghton Centre,
an area which seemed to them to be
remote and undeveloped. When they
arrived at the little cottage which had
been rented for them, they found there
was no sink in the kitchen, no water on
the property, no bathroom facilities.
They coped with all this, as they did with
the necessity of trudging by foot over
sandy roads to do most of their visitation in the community. One time, while
visiting a family, they tried to find something of interest to talk about. The sisters thought they could smell preserving
ingredients, and asked the man of the
house if the family was making pickles.
No one seemed to want to talk about it,
however, so after inviting the family to
church, they left. Later, when the sisters
told Pastor Vannatter about the incident, he chuckled and said, "Oh, they're
bootleggers!" That was quite a shock to
the sisters, as they realized that not only
that family, but many in the area, were
engaged in bootlegging. Later, the
Steckleys heard that the police had said
that the church did more for the community than they could—a testimony to
the power of God to change the hearts of
people and make them new.4

'As told
As told
As told
"As told
2

3
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by
by
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Ross Nigh
Paul Nigh
Paul Nigh
Myrtle Steckley Hogan
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Things I'd Like to Do
This Year
1. Meet deadlines. Already I feel like
I've failed at that, although as I write this
it isn't yet 1988. Perhaps I need to have
fewer deadlines, or perhaps I need greater
discipline. I suspect I need both!
2. Read more. I haven't read it (yet),
but I've heard a good deal about the
book Cultural literacy, which details
the things all culturally aware Americans ought to know. Much of what we
know we learn from reading—not just
the daily newspaper, but also books of
literature, philosophy, theology, and
science. I remember conversations with
Beth, when she wonders why she has to
learn certain things in school. "When
am I ever going to use this stuff?" she
asks. My standard answer is that there is
value in learning simply for its own sake
because it broadens one's view of the
world. I don't always act like I believe
that myself (there are some things I
really don't care to know and have no
need to know), but I do value ideas and
learning. Short of going back to school,
reading more is one of the best ways I
know to learn.
My desire to read more also means
that I want to increase my "inner
strength." I'd like to read the Bible
more—to increase my knowledge and
understanding of what God is like and
what he wants for me and for the world.
On the one hand, reading and studying
and thinking can be seen as focusing too
much on oneself instead of reaching out
to a needy world. But on the other hand,
disciplining oneself to learn new things
can provide a focus—an inner reserve—
from which to look outward. Without
that inner reserve, it's easy to get burned
out and have nothing left to give to
others.
3. Be more assertive. I want to be able
to say what I think and feel, to say what I
want, to feel good about expressing my
opinion even if it opposes what others
are saying. Frequently, I lack the courage and self-confidence to speak up, and
then afterwards, I'm angry and disappointed in myself for having been such a
wimp. Sometimes I think that it's O.K.
to be the quiet type; my gifts lie elsewhere. While I believe that's true, I also
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know that I don't like being a wimp and
that I need to work at being more direct
and assertive about my own thoughts
and feelings.
I can think of three situations where I
would like to be more assertive. First, in
my family my tendency is to be so sensitive to what everyone else wants that I
can't express my own wants and needs. I
struggle with the tension between selflessness and self-centeredness. I want to
understand how to balance them appropriately.
Second, I sometimes see things very
differently than a certain individual, but
find it next to impossible to say so. I
worry that if I speak up I'll risk disapproval—or worse, I'll be seen as radical or unspiritual or something. It's sort
of a case of "who am I—little old me—
to disagree with this strong person?" But
why not? What do I really have to lose?
Isn't my perspective important as well?
And third, as a leader in my congregation, I would like to be able to speak

forthrightly about a situation which
threatens unity in the body of Christ.
We have had hard issues to deal with,
and lots of different opinions about the
"right" course of action. We need to
provide opportunity for people to express their opinions and we need to
listen to what they say. When we have a
problem with an individual, we need to
go to the source of our discontent and
seek understanding and reconciliation.
As a leader, I am responsible to promote
unity in the midst of diversity, but that
takes the assertiveness that I often lack.
I deliberately haven't called these
things "New Year's resolutions" because
I don't want to make promises I can't
keep and set myself up for failure. Perhaps, however, articulating them like
this will provide some of the incentive
and accountability I need to succeed. I
don't expect total success—just progress
in a process that's important to my
growth as a person and as a Christian in
this new year.

£)aifstar £)ian/
Daystar University College is a liberal
arts college in Nairobi, Kenya. Its undergraduate degrees and accreditation are
conferred by Messiah College. Messiah
College faculty member John Yeatts,
with his wife Amy and their two children, are in Nairobi this year, representing Messiah on the Daystar faculty.
Last Saturday morning, I settled down
in the living room with a cup of coffee
and the Daily Nation. As I read through
the paper I came upon an article about
family life written by Connie Kisuke.
Connie is in my Western History and
Culture course at Daystar. I was happy
to see that the article was well written,
and that a Daystar student was writing
for the newspaper with the largest circulation in Kenya.
After finishing my coffee, I caught the
bus to pick up a few items at the market.
As I got off the bus, I struck up a conversation with a young Kenyan. We talked
about our occupations. He told me that
he had a job, but was looking for some-

thing more satisfying. When he found
out that I was at Daystar, he said that he
came to the journalism workshops held
regularly at Daystar. When I mentioned
Connie Kisuke, he told me that she
writes regularly for the Daily Nation.
He also mentioned Lawrence Darmeni,
who writes a weekly article in the same
newspaper and who is also in my Western History and Culture course.
The next day, I read with interest Lawrence's article in the Sunday Nation.
Moreover, just yesterday, I learned that
a graduate student at Daystar, David
Mthiwa, has a weekly family television
program on Voice of Kenya, the only
TV channel in Nairobi.
As I considered these events, I made a
few observations about education at
Daystar. In North America, we tend to
think of education as preparation for a
career. Here, at least in the cases of three
students, they are having a career while
they are preparing for one.
Moreover, in Kenya, there may be
more of an opportunity for students to
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contribute in significant ways than there
is in the United States. I cannot visualize
a college student writing a regular column
for the New York Times.
Perhaps the best part is that they are
making contributions in the culture in
which they are likely to actualize their
careers. Instead of being educated in the
United States and then trying to adapt
that education to a career in Africa, they
are educated to a career in their own
cultures.
This seems to me to be a strong reason why an African student is better off
studying in Africa than in North America. Daystar, the only Christian liberal
arts college on the continent of Africa,
makes this possible for some students.
John R. Yeatts

Book Review

McGavran, Donald A., Momentous
Decisions in Missions Today, Baker
Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1984,
231pp. Reviewed by Arthur M. Climenhaga.
The name of Donald McGavran has
almost become synonymous with
"church growth." Recently, however, we
have noted that Dr. McGavran's seminal mind has been probing wider ranges
of concern in missions theory and
development. Such probing is to be seen
in one of his more recent works titled
Momentous Decisions in Missions
Today.
McGavran starts by suggesting that
momentous decisions must be prefaced
by momentous questions, which need to
be answered by at least three categories
of persons in church life: ministers of
sending churches, executives of missionsending agencies, and missionaries who
plan to go overseas. While the latter
terminology seems to restrict the book
to the "over there" missionaries, this
reader feels that many of the issues disDr. Arthur Climenhaga is a church and
missions representative-at-large. A member
of the Ashland, Oh., congregation, he and
his wife, Lona, now reside at Messiah Village.
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cussed are also germane to the so-called
"home scene." Thus for our own denominational constituency, this book should
be read by all pastors, denominational
executives, executives and members of
the World Missions, Evangelism and
Church Planting, Brotherhood Concerns,
and Ministry and Doctrine boards. That
just about includes the whole church
administrative structure, does it not? In
such reading each group would need to
develop its own set of questions and
issues growing out of specific assignments and areas of concern.
McGavran has divided the development of his theme into four specific
areas: (1) momentous theological decisions, (2) momentous decisions about
the human mosaic, (3) momentous decisions about missionary societies, and
(4) momentous strategic decisions.
There are at least two types of writing:
the rifle shot and the shot-gun variety.
The first type identifies the target,
develops the theme for the shot, and
then, with well-developed analytical precision, fires the shot so as to unmistakably hit the target. The second type has a
target, but in the development seems to
scatter many little shots along the path
of fire. Frankly, McGavran's work falls
into the second category. While the
overall thematic development follows
the course suggested, the reader will
find, for example, theological considerations in the second, third, and fourth
sections of the book as well as the first.
Also, it is interesting that some points
which would seem to fit in one section
are discussed in two different sections:
for example, India's caste problem and
mission to Jews appear in the expected
section two, while the question of missions to France is posed in the third
section.
What this book really evidences is
that Don McGavran has a heart and a
questing mind. He raises questions and
develops issues no matter where he is in
his proposed outline of theme developments. For that reason, the reader must
be prepared to jot down issues as they
arise, sort them out to see which apply to
one's particular situation, and then think
them through to practical and contemporary ways of meeting the challenge of
the Great Commission today.
Early in this review I suggested the
pertinence of the book to practically all
agencies in the life of the church. I close
by broadening the parameters of interest. This book would be a good source
for an elective Sunday school class on
missions issues today or for a special

mid-week study session by interested
members of the church. To so utilize the
challenge of the book could revitalize
the missionary passion and action of
churches such as the Brethren in Christ.

"Together
to
Celebrate"

. . . a weekend of
Marriage Enrichment
with

Dr. Stan and
Mary Skarsten
March 4-6,1988
Walper Terrace Hotel
Kitchener, Ont.
Sponsored by
Canadian Conference
Board for
Congregational Life
For more information, contact
Sandi Hannigan, Suite 305,
232 King Street N.,
Waterloo, Ont. N2J 2Y7.
Office phone (519)888-6859,
home (519)885-1203.
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To my Lord's servant and my dear
brother, Paul,
I am writing to you with much emotion today, my faithful friend. I have
been traveling in recent days and speaking with many devoted brethren in this
area. I have heard a haunting question
voiced repeatedly in our churches: "What
if I can't make the grade? I'm just a
nobody." They speak haltingly and
choose many different words, but the
meaning of their cry strikes me profoundly.
I have spoken much of the grace and
immeasurable love of our Father given
to us in the Son. The troubling thing is
that they know this, Paul, or they seem
to be able to repeat it, anyway. They
declare a belief that God loves them. But
somehow in their churches they are getting the message that there's more to it
than that. They must measure up after
conversion to a subtle, unspoken standard. It's called "involvement in the body."
Or sometimes you are quoted and the
pressure is to "work out your salvation"
(Phil. 2:12).
Slowly the pattern has emerged before
me and I am appalled. The enemy has
worked with cunning deceit this time. Of
course, belonging to the body and exercising gifts is vital. There is much need in
this corrupt age for discipline. But the
cart has gotten before the horse again
and people are getting rolled over. They
slip into living as though they must do
certain good things in order to be in
God's love. They must be who they
"should be" to be loved. Then they must
hide their sin from one another so that
they appear to be all that they should be.
This only leads to more sin and very
little healing.

s-
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Puddle
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We love because God first loved us!
Knowing our God's love intimately
creates many changes in our behavior,
to be sure. But these dear people believe
in their heads that God loves them, and
yet they do not seem to experience any
power to change. They do not stand in
awe-struck silence and move into healing.
They live under a new law. They
believe they must evangelize, and in
order to evangelize, they must be polished and intelligent. They look for
gimmicks that will help them spread the
good news and they frantically try to
choke out any evidence of error in them.
They fret over their words and count
noses at their meetings. Now I know
Luke always loved to guess at the
numbers of conversions in Jerusalem in
those first days after Pentecost, but this
is different. It's not wonder at God's
work that they seek, but approval! They
are so busy doing all the right things,
going to meeting upon meeting to polish
their skills, that they have very little time
to sit alone in the presence of God and
allow the good news of his love to sink
deeply enough into their hearts to touch
all the hurt that still haunts them. Their
perceived failures add more wounds to
already hurting hearts. What can the
result of all this be except weakness? If
there is no healing in them, how shall
others know the gospel's power, and
then come?
The church here seems to think that it
must have a plan for saving the world!
This world has a Savior and our evangelism, our very lives, must reflect him. It's
just as you tried to explain to that early
group in Corinth, we preach "not with
words of human wisdom, lest the cross
of Christ be emptied of its power" (1
Cor. 1:17). There isn't much lasting

power in the executing of these slick
plans that crush our weaker brothers
and sisters. Oh, it's true, the polished
approach brings some people into the
churches to hear a polished presentation
on Sunday mornings and they join the
polished troops who look for new converts to polish. The intentions are impeccable. But everyone is not able to
perform equally well and, Paul, they feel
this deeply. They fear they can't measure
up. And we know that for all of us, the
polish wears thin some days. Maybe
some weaker brethren just know this
sooner and more consistently.
All men will know that you are my
disciples if you love one another" (John
13:35). These words of the Lord himself
fill me with hope. I remember well the
stories of the growing church in Jerusalem as Luke told them. (See Acts 2:42-47
and 4:32-35.) They simply lived their
lives loving each other and people beat
down their doors to get in. They lived
together in the presence of our God and
knew his healing. All the rest flowed out
of the depths of that communion.
I turn to you for advice again, my
friend. How are we to build love for even
the unpolished and the weak in the
midst of our striving to tell the world our
message? We must reach so many, but
we must have a love to reach them that
heals and continues to heal us in our
weakness.
The church has to be the place for
nobodies. We must not be afraid to be
nobodies, since underneath we all are. I
had failed miserably to make the grade
and that's when your message of our
Father's love reached me. You were in
chains as you tenderly explained how
you had nights of feeling like a nobody.
It's not our polish that the world
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needs. Heaven knows they have enough
of that! We so need to know the hope of
Christ in us and then we will treasure the
wonder of Christ in others. That love
will bring thousands to our door. And
all us nobodies will rejoice together in
being transformed into his likeness.
May his grace sustain us all until that
day.
Onesimus
With the beginning of the new year
comes a new writer for this column,
Onesimus IV. In addition, it is time to
identify the writerfor 1987, George (Ed)
Meyer, a veterinarian in Bremen, Indiana, and a long-time member of the
Nappanee congregation.
Somewhat facetiously he says of his
contacts with the church: "I was born in
Franklin County, Pa. (the mecca of conservatism), attended high school at
Grantham (the birthplace of intellectualism), worked in Kansas (the bulwark
of individualism), attended college in
Upland (thefrontier of liberalism), married a girl from Canada (the vestige of
colonialism), and settled near Nappanee
(the media center of evangelism). Before
I had the good fortune to marry Nettie
Weaver, a first cousin to Ronald Lofthouse, my only famous relative in the
Brethren in Christ Church was Simon
Lehman, also a first cousin."
More seriously, he notes, "It takes
courage to write. No one needs to know
what we are thinking; we can always
deny that we said something, or at least
were misunderstood. But once something is written, it can always be used as
evidence. Then there is the realization
that many other people could discuss
the same issue with more authority. Fortunately for me, the role of the biblical
Onesimus was one with which I could
more easily identify.
"Our church, our home, and our
world are experiencing changes. Some
we hope will go away if we just ignore
them. Others are here to stay, and
demand some personal attention. I tried
to discuss a few of them. Now I feel like
the Sunday school teacher who sits back
and says, 'Does anyone have any
comments?" "

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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The future is God's
Tomorrow is uncertain. I was reminded of that as I read an MCC News Service
release which came too late to be printed in this issue. It reports on the brutal
November 26 murder of 16 people at two farms run by Pentecostal missionaries in
southern Zimbabwe, and the effect this incident had on other mission and service
workers in the vicinity.
The two farms where the missionaries were killed are about 18 miles from
Mtshabezi, where MCC workers Gordon and Lynnette Enns live and work. One
MCC teacher is located about 38 miles from the farms, while another teaches at a
mission school about 6 miles from the farms.
Government officials speculate that a dispute with some squatters on the farm
commune property was likely the cause for the attack. A week earlier, the governor
of Matabeleland South province had ordered a large group of squatters to leave
the farm and move to government resettlement farms. People believe the 16 were
murdered by a gang of "dissidents" summoned by the squatters.
Enns manages the Mtshabezi Farm Project of the Brethren in Christ Church.
The project, jointly sponsored by MCC and the Zimbabwean church, called for
the 6,000-acre farm owned by the church to be fenced in so that farmers from
nearby communal lands and resettlement areas can graze their cattle for several
months before taking the cattle to market. Enns worries that fencing the
Mtshabezi farm may have created similar antagonisms. He is also worried that
community farmers may be getting impatient because cattle are not yet grazing on
the land. The church has already rebuilt the fences (destroyed during the war for
independence), but the grass is not yet ready since it was badly over-grazed.
Enns and other staff "have worked carefully with the local communities," wrote
Marian Buckwalter, MCC Country Representative for Zimbabwe, in a Dec. 5
letter. The community people have responded very favorably to the project. But,
as Buckwalter notes, "It is also true that it takes only one small disgruntled element
for something to happen."
In a telephone interview, Roy Sider (Secretary of Overseas Ministries for
Brethren in Christ Missions) commented on the need to keep the incident in
perspective. "It is probably no more dangerous for missionaries to be in Zimbabwe
at this point than for them to be driving on a highway in North America." (I could
relate to that image. Earlier this month, as two of us were driving around Chicago
on a six-lane expressway, a passing car ran over some debris on the road. A
two-foot long steel pipe speared itself into the bumper of our car. A few inches
higher and to the right, and the pipe would have hit the windshield like a javelin.)
Now, as we adjust to writing 1988 on our letters and checks, the question comes:
what does the new year hold for you and me? To a certain limited degree, we have
the ability to shape or affect our future, either positively or negatively. Some
choices we make (such as overeating or wasteful spending) have rather obvious
and virtually guaranteed consequences. On the other hand, much of what we
experience cannot be traced directly to decisions we make or lifestyles we choose,
but are a result of forces beyond our control—such as the economy, natural
disasters, criminal acts of others . . . or litter on the highway.
In a real sense, tomorrow is uncertain. But for the Christian, that is only part of
the story. While we cannot predict what will happen in 1988, much less guarantee
it, Scripture is clear that the future is God's. The Psalmist understood this truth
when he wrote, "The days of the blameless are known to the Lord, and their
inheritance will endure forever" (Psalm 37:18). And Paul spoke of "faith and
knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time" (Titus 11:2).
The future is God's. With that assurance, we can face the new year—and all of its
uncertainties—with confidence.
G
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New Year's focus
by John A. Byers
Motivational words are phrases that
tend to spur a person onward. Coaches
use them to get a team "up" for a game.
Sales managers produce slogans to
achieve the goal of a sales campaign.
Churches find themes helpful in uniting
people in effective ministry. Some individuals have personal mottos that help
them become better persons.
New Year's resolutions might be
viewed as slogans or mottos. But personally I see them as empty goals because
there is no plan for achievement. However, I have found that having a central
concept is a good beginning for setting
goals. Then the motto or slogan is more

than a wish. It becomes a guide for the
journey.
Excellence is an appropriate theme
for the Christian. Paul's challenge is to
"press on" towards greater excellence.
Jon Johnston in Christian Excellence
says it is excellence, not success, that
should be the Christian's stimulation.
"Success" is often heavily laden with
the trappings of materialism. A successful person's clothes have the right labels.
Successful people are known by the
places they frequent and by the restaurants where they eat. Success implies
being elevated above others. It means
one has arrived. However, true success,
under the control of the Spirit, is not
necessarily sin. It just is not available to
everyone.
Now, excellence is within everyone's
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grasp. Although, by definition, the ideas
of prominence and superiority are included, the biblical concept of excellence expresses the idea of living for
God's glory, discovering who one is in
the Church, and being filled with Christian love.
Biblical excellence is a bigness of
spirit. It is having a view of life that goes
beyond merely getting by. It has been
suggested that a right perspective of
excellence is to think of all one is capable
of including and then, due to the limitations of the mind, more must be added.
Even with the additions, one has only a
shadowy concept of excellence.
Excellence is a journey. It means constantly striving to be one's best with
God's help. It reduces prejudices and
cannot be static. In the process one often
does more than expected, but excellence
is not measured by success.
Excellence activates faith. Excellent
deeds are the reflection of an excellent
God. Difficult experiences, from which
persons pursuing excellence do not
shrink, are acts of preparation for service.
Each new year is another lap in the
"race of life." As Jon Johnston suggests,
it is easy to drop the baton (betray trust),
pull a hamstring (develop crippling guilt),
or obey the crowd (conform). Such
actions both destroy one's joy, and
impact others.
John Mason Brown has said that true
happiness only comes from squandering
ourselves with a purpose. In this new
year I purpose to squander myself on
knowing Christ as fully as I can. That is
excellence.
I do not know what concept you have
chosen or will choose as a stimulant for
your Christian life in this year. But I call
you to determine the focus and follow its
beacon. Regardless of your choice of
focus, you will find an enriched life with
Christ and the Church.
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